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Asia-Pacific Association of Agricultural Research Institutions (APAARI)

13th GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING
1 November 2014

Rama Gardens Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand
(8:30 – 13:00 hrs)

PROCEEDINGS

Introduction

The Thirteenth General Assembly Meeting (GAM) of the Asia-Pacific Association of Agricultural
Research Institutions (APAARI) was held on 1 November 2014 at Rama Gardens Hotel, Bangkok,
Thailand. The agenda of the meeting is given at Annexure I. Forty seven members, representatives,
special invitees and APAARI staff participated in the meeting (see list in Annexure II).

Agenda 1: Welcome and Chairman’s Address

Dr. Simon Hearn, Chairman, APAARI welcomed all members and special invitees. He made special
mention of the Hon. Inia B. Seruiratu, Minister for Agriculture, Fiji, and the Hon. Wen-deh Chen,
Deputy Minister for COA, Chinese Taipei for participating in the meeting despite having busy schedule.

Recalling the progress made by APAARI during the past 22 years under the able guidance of Dr. Raj
Paroda, Executive Secretary, Dr. Hearn mentioned that APAARI is now recognized as a very vibrant
organization as well as prominent think tank in addressing various emerging issues concerning
agricultural research for development in the Asia-Pacific region. APAARI has facilitated wide ranging
deliberations/expert consultations/workshops/training programs on a large number of diverse topics/
issues focused on achieving food security and poverty alleviation, sustainability of smallholder farmers
and research resulting in international public goods. While APAARI is a self-sustaining organization,
the support extended by Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR), Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), Global Forum on Agricultural Research (GFAR)
and Council of Agriculture (COA) through funding of its regular programs and other activities is
gratefully acknowledged.

The CGIAR is undergoing radical changes and APAARI has been contributing significantly towards
this initiative. APAARI has also been serving for the last two years as a member of the CGIAR Fund
Council as well as the Evaluation and Impact Assessment Committee. The overall progress of APAARI
has been outstanding. Membership is increasing and more and more NARS are showing interest in
joining APAARI. Proceedings of expert consultations/workshops/success stories on important topics
and other publications are being brought out in timely manner and disseminated widely to our
stakeholders. APAARI is equally active and has significantly contributed to GFAR, GCARD2, GAP,
ICT and TAP activities.

Dr. Hearn informed that he would be relinquishing his position as Chairman, APAARI in December
2014. Dr. Raj Paroda will also be relinquishing his position of Executive Secretary in December, 2014.
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He thanked all the members for their support and expressed his gratitude to Dr. Raj Paroda for his
long and extraordinary contributions in bringing APAARI to this high pedestal. He also expressed his
appreciation for all APAARI secretariat staff in Bangkok and New Delhi for their dedicated service.
He especially thanked DOA for the DOA-APAARI MoU, which is presently under active consideration.
It would ensure legal identity to APAARI for its smooth functioning in Bangkok. Support extended
by Dr. H. Konuma, ADG, FAO RAP, Bangkok to APAARI was also duly recognized.

Agenda 2: APAARI Progress Report

Dr. Raj Paroda welcomed the participants and expressed his appreciation of all member organizations
for their partnership in co-organizing various APAARI activities. He extended warm welcome to the
special invitees who attended the GAM for the first time, including the Hon. Minister for Agriculture,
Fiji, the Hon. Deputy Minister, COA, Chinese Taipei, Director General of NARI, PNG, Director General
of BISA and Mr. Nick Austin, CEO, ACIAR, Australia. He expressed his gratitude especially to
Dr. William Dar, DG, ICRISAT, Dr. Thomas Lumpkin, DG, CIMMYT and Dr. Dyno Keatinge, DG,
the World Vegetable Center for their support to APAARI.

Dr. Paroda presented the Progress Report and specially highlighted the activities conducted since 2010.
He stated that APAARI is trying to implement the strategic areas identified in its vision 2025 document
such as: policy advocacy, need assessment, investment in AR4D, knowledge management, role of women
in agriculture, youth in agriculture, and precision/conservation agriculture. Also, activities conducted
under the two major programs of APAARI, i) the Asia-Pacific Consortium on Agricultural Biotechnology
(APCoAB), and (ii) the Asia-Pacific Agricultural Research Information System (APARIS) were briefly
presented. Dr. Paroda also highlighted APAARI’s efforts towards implementing GCARD Road Map,
strengthening CGIAR-NARS partnership, and for involving diverse stakeholders in its activities.

During 2013-2014, several conferences/expert consultations/workshops were organized on important
topics such as Farmer Led Innovations, Promotion of Medicinal and Aromatic Plants, Youth in
Agriculture, NARS-CGIAR Partnership, Bio-safety Regulations, Genetically Modified Crops and
Collective Actions for Open Access to Agricultural Information and Knowledge.

Several training programs were also organized, viz., International Training Course on In Vitro and
Cryopreservation Techniques for PGR Conservation; Training Program on Analytical Techniques in
Nutrition, Food Safety and Bio-safety; and Training Workshop on Open Access Publishing Using Open
Journal Systems.

Various publications comprising success stories, proceedings of conferences/expert consultations/
workshops and status reports/papers were brought out and widely circulated for the benefit of NARS
partners.

APAARI contributed significantly towards organization of Second Global Conference on Agricultural
Research for Development (GCARD 2) held in Uruguay in October, 2012. It was an honor to APAARI
that Dr. Paroda served as Chairman, Organizing Committee of GCARD 2. A synthesis report of South
Asia on Demand-Driven Prioritization of AR4D was developed and presented in this Conference.
APAARI also actively participated in Gender in Agriculture Program (GAP) and Tropical Agriculture
Platform (TAP). APAARI has also served as a member of the CG Fund Council and its Evaluation
and Impact Assessment Committee. It was also a member of the Interim Steering Committee of TAP
during 2012-2013.
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During the discussion on the Progress Report, members unanimously appreciated the excellent
achievements of APAARI for strengthening AR4D in the region. Dr. Nick Austin conveyed ACIAR’s
appreciation of success made in forging partnership and contributing to the CGIAR change process.
Dr. Mark Holderness, Executive Secretary, GFAR complimented Dr. Paroda for his leadership in
organizing a successful GCARD 2 in Uruguay in October, 2012. He also admired him for bringing
out an excellent publication entitled “22 Years of APAARI”. Again it was due to untiring efforts of
Dr. Raj Paroda, the first Global Conference on Women in Agriculture was organized in New Delhi. It
turned out to be a major success leading to the initiation of GAP, attracting substantial membership
in the recent past.

Dr. William Dar complimented APAARI on its outstanding achievements including broadening of
membership, release of policy documents and publication of success stories on farmers’ adoption of
new technologies. He expressed the need to revisit APAARI 2025 vision document and reprioritize
activities in the light of the recent developments in agriculture. The objective should be to achieve
resilience of smallholder farming and to ensure food and nutritional security, while taking into account
the impact of climate change.

In response, Dr. Paroda expressed that APAARI had been conducting mainly the most relevant programs
while forging excellent partnerships with NARS, CG centers and other stakeholders in the region. He
stressed that linking research with extension is very important. He further mentioned that with more
funding support, APAARI would be able to achieve much more than what we could otherwise
accomplish. Dr. Raj Paroda, while concluding, expressed his appreciation of the member organizations
for their cooperation in co-organizing and participating actively in various APAARI activities.

Agenda 3: Membership and Fee Payment

The Executive Secretary apprised the General Assembly on the status of APAARI membership and
efforts made to increase it in different categories. Currently, APAARI has 20 regular members,
16 associate members, 10 affiliate members and 10 reciprocal members (Annexure III). Most members
pay their dues regularly though due to different payment schedules, some members pay later than
others. Some organizations like PARC, Pakistan and AREEO, Iran have difficulty in direct transfer of
funds in US$. However, these issues are being resolved through the help of CG Centers, especially
ICARDA. Membership fee of IRRI and a few affiliate members is still awaited.

Some members announced their decision to raise their membership status: PNG NARI from
category III to II, PARC from category II to I, SLCARP from category III to II and BARC from
category II to I. BISA will be joining APAARI as an Associate Member and Junagarh Agricultural
University, India will join as a new Affiliate Member effective 2015. Navsari Agricultural University,
India and BARC, Bangladesh committed to clear their dues soon.

Agenda 4: Presentations of Audited Accounts and Assets & Liabilities

Dr. Paroda explained the process of auditing APAARI accounts and their presentation to GAM and
Executive Committee. He mentioned that the audit report for the period 1 January 2013 to 31 December
2013 was reviewed by the Executive committee in its April meeting held in Bangkok (Annexure IV).
As per practice in the past, an interim audit report for the period 1 January 2014 to 30 September
2014 (Annexure V) was also presented just for information and understanding of general trend of
expenditure though the full year audit report will be ready after 31 December and the same will be



4

put up in the next Executive Committee. He informed the GAM that APCoAB accounts are being
maintained and audited separately and the audit report for the year 2013 was approved by APCoAB
Steering Committee.

An up-to-date Statement of Assets and Liabilities was presented by the Executive Secretary
(Annexure VI). He acknowledged the support of FAO and COA in furnishing the new APAARI
Secretariat Office in Bangkok.

The Chairman expressed satisfaction that all the expenditures were within the allocated budget. He
also explained the rationale for investment of US$ 1,046,281 in low-risk fixed deposits. The Audited
Accounts and the Statement of Assets and Liabilities were reviewed and approved by the General
Assembly.

Agenda 5: Appointment of External Auditor

The Executive Secretary informed that the term of present Auditor would conclude on 31 January
2015. The matter concerning appointment of Auditors was discussed in the last Executive Committee
meeting. It was decided to follow proper guidelines for the appointment of Auditors in future during
the Executive Committee Meeting held in Islamabad. Accordingly, for the biennium 2015-2016,
quotations from qualified auditors, who are on the approved list of the Government of Thailand,
were invited. A comparative statement of the quotations received was presented to the GAM
(Annexure VII).

The GAM recommended that since the relative merits of the listed auditors were not known, it
would be better to have personal discussion with them to select the most preferred one and the
recommendation be put up to the next Executive Committee for final decision. The proposal of
Dr. Thomas Lumpkin to also consider an international auditing firm, provided cost effective, be also
kept in view in future.

Agenda 6: Secretariat Matters – An Update

• New Executive Secretary and Recruitment of APCoAB Coordinator
The Chairman informed the General Assembly about the desire of Dr. Paroda to relinquish
his position of Executive Secretary on 31 December 2014. He stated that Dr. Paroda has made
outstanding contributions for more than two decades and brought APAARI to become one of
most respected and vibrant agricultural research associations. Dr. Hearn thanked Dr. Raj Paroda
profoundly and hoped that he would continue his association with APAARI and provide guidance
to the new Executive Secretary. The General Assembly was also informed about the appointment
of Dr. Raghunath Ghodake as the new APAARI Executive Secretary effective 1 January 2015.
Dr. Ghodake has a distinguished career as agricultural research manager having been the
Director General, National Agricultural Research Institute (NARI), PNG. He also has very wide
international exposure including as Chairman of APAARI during 2007-2008. On behalf of the
General Assembly, the Chairman extended warm welcome to Dr. Ghodake and wished that
APAARI will rise to newer heights.

The Chairman also informed the members about the request of Dr. J.L. Karihaloo, Coordinator
APCoAB to be relieved from his present position on 31 January 2015. He recalled the enormous
contribution made by Dr. Karihaloo to the expansion of biotechnology program of APAARI
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comprising organization of several expert consultations, training programs and publications of
success stories and status reports. Dr. Hearn informed that the advertisement for appointment
of a new APCoAB Coordinator would be issued very soon.

The service contracts of Ms. Urairat Rujirek, presently Administrative Associate, who is to be
redesignated as Administrative Officer, and Ms. Chanerin Maneechansook, APAARI Technical
Assistant would be renewed for another terms of two years to ensure their continuity for
sustainability especially during the present period of transition.

The General Assembly was also informed of the decision to consolidate all the program offices
at APAARI headquarters after Dr. Ghodake joins his assignment at Bangkok. The new
Coordinator, APCoAB would thus be based in Bangkok.

• MoU between DOA and APAARI
Dr. Paroda explained the background of the MoU needed to create a legal status for APAARI
in Thailand (Annexure VIII). DOA representative, Dr. Suwit Chaikiattiyos, informed that
discussions with the Ministry of Agriculture, Thailand to sign the MoU are at an advanced
stage and very likely the same will be signed in a separate ceremony to be organized with
mutual consent.

Agenda 7: Creation of Additional Seat on APAARI Executive Committee and
Sharing of CGIAR Seat with AIRCA

Dr. Paroda explained the background of recommendation for creation of an additional seat for the
private sector on APAARI Executive Committee. The issue was considered by the Executive Committee
in its meeting held on 22 April 2014 in Bangkok. It was recognized that creation of an additional
seat would require an amendment in APAARI constitution which needed approval of the General
Assembly. Accordingly, a circular was sent to all the members (Annexure IX) seeking their approval
for the amendment in APAARI constitution to create an additional seat. A number of favourable
responses were received and recorded and also circulated in the meeting for information of members.

The matter for creation of an additional seat for the representation of private sector was put up for
the approval of General Assembly and the same was approved unanimously.

Dr. Dyno Keatinge, Director General, World Vegetable Centre (AVRDC), as Chairman of AIRCA/
Association of International Research Centres for Agriculture (non-CG International Research
Institutions), had sent a letter suggesting that the Executive Committee seat meant for CGIAR be also
open to AIRCA. Dr. Keatinge explained that AVRDC, a member of AIRCA, is also a member of APAARI
since 2002 and had been co-organizing several APAARI activities. Hence, AIRCA should have
representation on APAARI Executive Committee. Dr. Mark Holderness suggested including
representation of all the relevant sectors in the Executive Committee. Dr. Paroda and Prof. A. Halim
expressed a similar need of giving representation to universities as well now that many of them have
joined APAARI as members. Dr. Thomas Lumpkin and Dr. William Dar suggested that more AIRCA
members should first be encouraged to become members of APAARI and when most of the AIRCA
members join, the representation of AIRCA on Executive Committee could then be considered.

After further discussion, it was decided that the issue of expanding representation to some more
stakeholders be taken up as an agenda for consideration in the next Executive Committee meeting.
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Agenda 8: Work Plan and Budget 2015-2016

Dr. Raj Paroda informed that the Work Plan and Budget for 2015-2016 has been prepared for the
consideration of the General Assembly. He then requested Dr. Raghunath Ghodake, incoming Executive
Secretary to present the same. Accordingly, Dr. Ghodake presented the Work Plan which included:
(i) Publications, (ii) Meetings/Expert Consultations/Symposia, (iii) APARIS activities, (iv) APCoAB
activities, and (v) Inter-regional and global initiative (Annexure X). He emphasized that the Work Plan
is in draft version which could be refined/finalized eventually during the course of further discussion
with collaborators/partner organizations and presented to the new Executive Committee for final
approval in its April, 2015 meeting. In general, the members appreciated the comprehensive Work
Plan and also made some very useful comments such as:

• New activities comprising Experts Consultations/Symposia were suggested on the following
topics:

(i) Ensuring international exchange and movement of germplasm

(ii) Understanding and management of agricultural disasters

(iii) Soil health management

(iv) Ensuring quality seed delivery and credit for small holder farmers

• The need to demonstrate the impact of APAARI programs on national systems (NARS)
was expressed.

• Engagement of private sector in APAARI activities was recommended.

• In view of the changing scenario in agricultural development sector, there is a need for
reviewing and refreshing APAARI Work Plan from time to time. Also, the need for clearly
setting the priorities and appropriate actions was emphasized.

• Mr. Wen-deh Chen, COA committed to continue cooperation with APAARI in organizing
joint programs in biotechnology.

• Ms. Esther Penunia from Asian Farmers’ Association mentioned a number of regional and
national activities in which it could work jointly with APAARI.

• With respect to the proposed Work Plan activity of organizing joint programs with SAARC
and ASEAN, Dr. Dyno Keatinge informed that AVRDC was the Secretariat for ASEAN
Vegetable Network.

• Strengthening programs on ICT was recommended.

• It was suggested that APAARI should set up a knowledge Bank on some crops similar to
that established by IRRI on rice.

• A revised and updated publication on GM maize in the Philippines was suggested.

Dr. Ghodake presented the budget for 2015-2016 (Annexure XI) and provided justification for each
item. The proposed budget was discussed and approved by the General Assembly.

Agenda 9: Formation of Executive Committee for 2015-2016

Dr. Paroda provided background and the details concerning the composition of Executive Committee
(Annexure XII) and the procedure being adopted in the past to nominate members of a new Executive
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Committee. After due consideration and discussion, the following new Executive Committee for
2015-2016 was approved:

Chair : DOA, Thailand
Vice-Chair : BARC, Bangladesh
Members : PCAARRD, Philippines

: CARP, Sri Lanka
: DOA, Fiji
: ACIAR, Australia

Besides, the Executive Committee would have representation of CG centers (to be nominated by the
CGIAR Consortium), GFAR, Farmers’ Associations (presently AFA), NGO’s (presently BRAC) and
a representative of the private sector.

All the members of the new Executive Committee thanked the General Assembly for electing them
and committed to carry forward APAARI programs with their full support. GAM participants also
congratulated the elected office bearers of the new Executive Committee.

Agenda 10: Venue for the next General Assembly Meeting

Sri Lanka, Council of Agricultural Research and Policies (SL CARP) offered to organize the next
Executive Committee Meeting and Expert Consultation in October 2015 on a theme of mutual interest
to be decided in due course. The members appreciated the offer given by Dr. Kumara of CARP, which
was duly accepted. The venue of General Assembly Meeting to be held in 2016 was left open to be
decided in due course based on interest to be expressed by APAARI members.

Agenda 11: Any Other Items

• Status of GCARD 3 and GFAR-MTP
Dr. Mark Holderness, Executive Secretary, GFAR explained the constitution and activities of
GFAR, being a forum of multi-stakeholders in agriculture with the central focus on smallholder
farmers. GCARD Road Map aims to bring about systematic change in international and national
agricultural research systems so that they effectively address important issues impacting
smallholder agricultural development. Under-investment in developing country NARS is a major
challenge, improving which is an important focus of GFAR activities. GFAR is also involved in
a major process of dialogue through GCARD 3 to shape the next phase of CGIAR CRPs. The
program involves national, regional and international consultations with all stakeholders.
Dr. Holderness expressed the hope that these initiatives would shift the major focus of
international and national stakeholders including NARS, NGOs, private sector and farmers’
associations towards improvement of smallholder farmers.

• Tropical Agricultural Platform (TAP)
Dr. Ghodake, who has been representing APAARI in TAP meetings, elaborated on the history
and activities of TAP and how it is potentially useful to NARS. TAP has been created to focus
specifically on capacity development in the least developed countries of the tropical world.
Dr. Ghodake mentioned that APAARI has an opportunity to participate in TAP activities through
coordination of its activities in some countries of the Asia-Pacific region.



8

• Asia-Pacific Agricultural Extension and Outreach Network (APAEON)
Dr. Kevin Gallagher, FAO RAP focal officer for APAARI apprised the members about the status
of APAEON. He gave the background of this network informing that APEON took shape after
an Expert Consultation on Agricultural Extension co-organized by FAO, CAPSA and APAARI
in 2013. FAO has committed to support this network during its incubation period of 3 years.
Executive Committee of the APAEON is expected to be constituted soon after the launch of
this Network.

Agenda 12: Presentations of Plaques and Concluding Remarks

Plaque of Honor was presented by Dr. Paroda to Dr. Simon Hearn, the outgoing chairman. Plaques
were then presented by the Chairman to the following distinguished members who are either completing
their tenure or who have made very valuable contributions towards strengthening of APAARI:

Dr. S. Ayyappan
Dr. William Dar
Dr. Masa Iwanaga
Dr. Thomas Lumpkin
Dr. Iftikhar Ahmad
Mr. Inia B. Seruiratu
Dr. Nguyen Van Bo
Dr. Raghunath Ghodake
Dr. Patricio S. Faylon
Dr. Nick Austin
Mr. Wen-deh Chen
Dr. J.L. Karihaloo

In his concluding remarks, Dr. Simon Hearn, Chairman thanked all the participants for their
constructive suggestions and approval/endorsement of various proposals made during the meeting.
He gave his best wishes to all the retiring participants who he felt would be involving themselves
with other important engagements.

Dr. William Dar proposed a resolution to express thanks and appreciation by the General Assembly
to the outgoing Executive Secretary, Dr. Raj Paroda for his utmost commitment and outstanding
contributions to APAARI. The proposal was welcomed and endorsed by the Chairman as well as all
members. The Chairman, while concluding, praised the excellent leadership provided by Dr. Paroda
as Executive Secretary, APAARI. His enormous stature and efforts have brought together various
stakeholders from all over the Asia-Pacific region under the umbrella of APAARI and hence his
contributions will always be remembered.

Dr. Mark Holderness also presented a token of appreciation to Dr. Raj Paroda on behalf of GFAR for
his excellent contributions to GFAR and GCARD processes in various important capacities.

Agenda 13: Vote of Thanks

The meeting was closed with a Vote of Thanks to the Chair.
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Annexure I

Asia-Pacific Association of Agricultural Research Institutions (APAARI)

13th GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING
1 November 2014

Rama Gardens Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand
(8:30 – 13:00 hrs)

AGENDA NOTES

1. Welcome and Chairman’s Address : Dr. Simon Hearn

2. APAARI Progress Report : Dr. Raj Paroda

3. Membership and Fee Payment Status : Dr. Raj Paroda

4. Presentation of Audited Accounts : Ms. Urairat Rujirek
and Assets & Liabilities

5. Appointment of External Auditor : Members

6. Secretariat Matters – An Update

• New Executive Secretary and Recruitment of : Dr. Simon Hearn
APCoAB Coordinator

• MoU between DoA-APAARI : Dr. Raj Paroda

7. Creating Additional Seat on APAARI : Dr. Raj Paroda
Executive Committee and Sharing of CGIAR
Seat with AIRCA

10:30 – 11:00 hrs Tea/Coffee Break and Group Photograph

8. Work Plan and Budget for 2015-2016 : Dr. Raj Paroda/
Dr. Raghunath Ghodake

9. Formation of Executive Committee for 2015-2016 : Members
(Background to be explained
by Dr. Raj Paroda)

10. Venue of the next General Assembly Meeting : Members
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11. Any Other Items

• Status of GCARD 3 and GFAR-MTP : Dr. Mark Holderness

• Progress on the Tropical Agriculture : Dr. Raghunath Ghodake
Platform (TAP)

• Asia-Pacific Agricultural Extension and : Dr. Kevin Gallagher
Outreach Network

12. Presentation of Plaques and Concluding Remarks : Dr. Simon Hearn

13. Vote of Thanks : Dr. Raj Paroda

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯

1. Welcome

Dr. Simon Hearn, Chairman, APAARI will deliver his welcome address to APAARI members and all
special invitees present.

2. APAARI Progress Report

Dr. Raj Paroda, Executive Secretary will make a brief presentation on main highlights and the progress
made since last General Assembly held in New Delhi on 12 October 2012. A brief report on APAARI
activities for the period 1 January – 30 June 2014 is attached (Annexure I).

3. Membership and Fee Payment Status

The Executive Secretary (Dr. Raj Paroda) will apprise the Assembly on current status of APAARI
membership in different categories (Regular, Associate, Affiliate and Reciprocal), including the efforts
being made to increase the membership. Members may advise on ways to increase the membership of
APAARI. The current status of membership and the payments received as on 30 September 2014 is
given in Annexure II.

4. Presentations of Audited Accounts and Assets & Liabilities

The Audited Accounts report for the period 1 January 2013 – 31 December 2013 (Annexure III), were
put up before the Executive Committee and approved in its meeting held on April 2014 in Bangkok.
An interim Audited Report for the period 1 January 2014 – 30 September 2014 will also be presented
to the members for review and information during the meeting. Details of assets and liabilities will
also be put up for the perusal/approval of the members. This item will be presented by the
Administrative Associate – Ms. Urairat Rujirek.
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5. Appointment of External Auditor

The term of APAARI Auditor is concluding in 2014. This matter was discussed in the last Executive
Committee meeting. It was clarified that the guidelines decided earlier for the appointment of new
auditor, approved in the Executive Committee meeting in Islamabad, may be followed. Accordingly,
the quotations from three Auditors on approved list of the Government of Thailand have been invited.
A comparative statement along with approved guidelines for appointment of Auditors is put up for
discussion/approval by the members (Annexure IV).

6. Secretariat Matters – An Update

• New Executive Secretary and Recruitment of APCoAB Coordinator

Dr. Raghunath Ghodake, former Director General, NARI, Papua New Guinea has been
selected for the position of Executive Secretary, APAARI. He is expected to take over as
full time Executive Secretary from 1 January 2015 with Headquarters at APAARI Office,
4th Floor, FAO Annex building, 202/1 Larn Luang Road, Pomprab Sattrupai, Bangkok.

The term of Dr. J.L. Karihaloo, Coordinator APCoAB is going to end on 31 January 2015.
Hence a new Coordinator will have to be appointed with possible shifting of office from
ICRISAT, New Delhi to APAARI Office in Bangkok. The members will be apprised by
the Chairman the current status of both the positions and future course of action.

• MoU between DOA-APAARI
In order to ensure a legal status for APAARI in Thailand, as per decision of the Executive
Committee, steps have been initiated for developing an MoU with the host member NARS
i.e. DOA, Thailand. Accordingly, a draft MoU (Annexure V) was developed and sent to
DOA to be processed for approval by the Thai Government. The members will be apprised
of the current status by the Executive Secretary.

7. Creation Additional Seat on APAARI Executive Committee and Sharing of
CGIAR Seat with AIRCA

Representation of private sector in the Executive Committee of APAARI was considered by the Executive
Committee in its meeting held in Islamabad on 25 October 2013, and later agreed in principle in its
meeting held on 22 April 2014 in Bangkok. It was considered that, creation of an additional seat for
the private sector would require an amendment in APAARI Constitution with the approvalof General
Assembly meeting for which a prior notice of 60 days to members was required. Accordingly, a circular
in this regard was sent to all the members (Annexure VI) seeking their approval for the creation of
an additional seat. A few responses were received which are also attached for information of members.
The matter is now put up for the approval of an additional seat by the General Assembly.

As is seen from the comments attached, Dr. Dyno Keatinge, Director General, World Vegetable Center,
as Chairman of AIRCA – Association of International Research Centres for Agriculture (non-CG
International Research Institutions), desired that the seat meant for CGIAR be also made open for
AIRCA. Accordingly, his suggestion is also put up for consideration of the General Assembly.
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8. Work Plan and Budget 2015-2016

A draft Work Plan for the years 2015-2016 has been prepared by the Secretariat (Annexure VII) for
seeking specific suggestions and approval of the members. The Work Plan is to cover priority activities
such as: (i) Publications (ii) Meetings/Expert Consultations/Symposia (iii) APARIS activities (iv) APCoAB
activities and (v) Inter-regional and Global initiatives.

Members are requested to offer their suggestions/specific comments and propose any new activities
to be undertaken by APAARI.

Also, tentative budget for the biennium 2015-2016 is reflected in Annexure VIII which members may
kindly consider for review/approval.

9. Formation of Executive Committee for 2015-2016

The current APAARI Executive Committee was constituted during the last GAM and its term completes
on 31 December, 2014. Dr. Raj Paroda, Executive Secretary will provide the background relating to
formation of new Executive Committee for the next biennium (2015-2016). Subsequently, the Chairman
will seek nominations from members for endorsement by the GAM. The composition of all previous
Executive Committees is given in Annexure IX.

10. Venue of the next General Assembly Meeting

The venue for holding the next General Assembly meeting in 2016 will be discussed. In addition, as
per previous practice, APAARI shall organize an Expert Consultation on some important theme
alongwith the next GAM. Also, APAARI will be organizing a high level policy forum next year to
catalyse NARS for increasing funding support for AR4D in the region. This could be held along with
Executive Committee meeting to be organized in October 2015. The choice of hosting both the Expert
Consultation/Executive Committee meeting in October 2015 and the General Assembly Meeting in
October 2016 will be offered to all members for extending the invitations and for taking a decision by
the General Assembly.

11. Any Other Items

• Status of GCARD 3 and GFAR – MTP

Dr. Mark Holderness, Executive Secretary, GFAR has been requested to apprise the APAARI
members regarding current status of organizing GCARD 3 and also the implementation
of strategy of GFAR-MTP. He would highlight specific steps needed to harmonize APAARI
workplan for the next biennium (2015-2016) with that of GFAR-MTP so that some activities
could be undertaken jointly in the region.

• Tropical Agriculture Platform (TAP)

Dr. Raghunath Ghodake has been representing APAARI in the meeting of newly established
Tropical Agriculture Platform (TAP), facilitated by FAO, Rome. He will apprise GAM about
the outcomes of previous meetings and the current status of TAP. He will also provide
details concerning specific likely role of APAARI to strengthen TAP in the Asia-Pacific
region.
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• Asia-Pacific Agricultural Extension and Outreach Network (APAEON)

Dr. Kevin Gallagher, FAO RAP Focal Officer for APAARI has been requested tobriefly
apprise the members on the status of newly established Asia-Pacific Agriculture Extension
and Outreach Network (APAEON).

12. Presentation of Plaques and Concluding Remarks

The Plaques of Honor will be presented by the Chairman, APAARI to some distinguished members
either on their retirement/completion of tenure or for their valuable contributions towards strengthening
APAARI. Thereafter, Dr. Simon Hearn will present his concluding remarks.

13. Vote of Thanks

Dr. Raj Paroda, Executive Secretary will propose a Vote of Thanks.
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Annexure II

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

1. Dr. A. Sivapragasam Deputy Regional Director a.siva@cabi.org
SE Asia Regional Centre
Centre for Agricultural Bioscience
International (CABI)
CABI, P.O. Box 210, Serdang,
Selangor, Malaysia

2. Dr. A.R. Pathak Vice Chancellor, Navsari Agricultural vcnau_2004@yahoo.co.in;
University, Eru Char Rasta, vc@nau.in
Navsari 396450, Gujarat, India

3. Dr. Abbas Ghazanfar Pakistan Agricultural Research Council guzniabbas@gmail.com
(PARC), Plot No. 20, G-5/1,
P.O. Box 1031, Islamabad, Pakistan

4. Dr. Abdul Halim Professor and Head, University of ahalim@ag.unitech.ac.pg
Technology, Department of Agriculture,
PMB, Lae 411, Morobe Province,
Papua New Guinea

5. Dr. Abdul Mazid Associate Director ma.mazid@brac.net
BRAC, 75 Mohakhali, Dhaka-1212,
Bangladesh

6. Dr. Bhag Mal Senior Consultant, APAARI b.mal@apaari.org
C/o. TAAS, IARI Campus Pusa,
New Delhi, India

7. Dr. D.P. Biradar Vice – Chancellor vc@uasd.in,
University of Agricultural Sciences vc_uasd@rediffmail.com,
Yettinagudda Campus, Krishinagar, dpbiradar@yahoo.com
Dharwad – 580 005 (Karnataka State)
Tel: +91- 836 – 2447783
Fax: +91- 836 – 2448349

8. Dr. Dyno Keatinge Director General, dyno.keatinge@wordveg.org
The World Vegetable Center (AVRDC)
P.C. Box 42, Shanhua, Tainan, 74199
Taiwan
Tel: +8866 5837801 ext. 100
Fax: +8866 912 664333

9. Dr. Edwin C. Villar Director, e.villar@pcarrd.dost.gov.ph,
Livestock Research Division, villaredc@yahoo.com
PCARRD-DOST, Los Banos Laguna website:
Phone: (6349) 536-0014-0015; 0017-0019 www.pcarrd.dost.gov.ph
Fax: (6349) 536-0016:7922

10. Ms. Esther Penunia Secretary General, Asian Farmers’ estherpenunia@gmail.com
Association for Sustainable Rural
Development (AFA), Room 206,
Partnership Center, 59 c. Salvador St.,
Loyola heights, Quezon City, 1108
Philippines
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11. Dr. Fenton Beed Regional Director fenton.beed@worldveg.org
The World Vegetable Center (AVRDC)
East and Southeast Asia,
4/F, Research & Development Bld.,
Kasetsart University, Bangkhen,
Bangkok 10900, Thailand
Tel: +66 2 9428686
Fax: +66 2 942 8688

12. Dr. Fu Tze-yu Chief of International Cooperation Section,
Department of International Affairs,
Council of Agriculture, Executive Yuan,
Nanhai Road, Chinese Taipei

13. Dr. H.S. Gupta Director General (DG) h.s.gupta@cgiar.org
Borlaug Institute for South Asia (BISA)
National Agricultural Science Center
(NASC) Complex, Pusa Campus 110012
India

14. Mr. Inia B. Hon. Minister ibseruiratu@gmail.com,
Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Maritime paulette.betei@govnet.gov.fj
Development & National Disaster
Management
Private Mail Bag, Raiwaqa. Siva, Fiji
Tel: (679) 3384233
Fax: (679) 3370307

15. Dr. J.L. Karihaloo Coordinator j.karihaloo@cgiar.org
APCoAB, Asia-Pacific Association of
Agricultural Research Institutions
National Agriculture Science Complex
Dev Prakash Shastri Marg (Near Todapur)
Pusa, New Delhi 110012, India

16. Dr. Javed Rizvi Regional Director j.rizvi@cgiar.org
South Asia Programme
World Agroforestry Center (ICRAF)
1st Fl., C Block, NASC Complex,
Dev Parkash Shastri Marg, Pusa Campus,
New Delhi 110012, India
Tel: +91 11 25847885
Fax: +91 11 25847884

17. Dr. Kailash Pradhan Council for RNR Research of Bhutan pradhankailash@gmail.com
(CoRRB), Ministry of Agriculture and
Forests, PB No. 119, Thimpu, Bhutan

18. Dr. Katinka Weinberger Director, Centre for Alleviation of Poverty capsa@uncapsa.org;
through Sustainable Agriculture (CAPSA); k.weinberger@uncapsa.org
Jalan Merdeka 145, Bogor 16111,
Indonesia

19. Dr. Kevin Gallagher Agriculture Research, Extension and kevin.Gallagher@fao.org
Education (REED) Officer
FAO Regional Office for Asia and
the Pacific
Maliwan Mansion, 39 Phra Atit Road,
Bangkok 10200, THAILAND
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20. Dr. Laurent L’huillier Director General, Institut Agronomique lhuillier@iac.nc
Neo-Caledonien, Centre de Cooperation,
Internationale en Recherche Agronomique
Pour le developpement, B.P. 35 Paita
Nouvelle- Caledonie, New Caledonia

21. Dr. Margaret Plan and Policy Analyst luckymegy@yahoo.com
C. Yoovatana International Cooperation Group,

Planning and Technical
Division, Department of Agriculture
50 Phaholyothin Road, Chatuchak,
Bangkok 10900, Thailand

22. Dr. Mark Holderness Senior Knowledge Officer, mark.holderness@fao.org
GFAR Secretariat
C/o FAO, Viale delle Terme Di
Caracalla 00153, Rome, Italy

23. Dr. Muhammad Nurul SAARC Agriculture Centre (SAC), sac@saarcagri.org
Alam BARC Complex, Farm Gate,

New Airport Road, Dhaka 1215,
Bangladesh

24. Dr. N.C. Patel Vice Chancellor vc@aau.in
Anand Agricultural University,
Anand : 388110. Gujarat, India
Phone: +91-2692-261273
Fax: +91-2692-261520

25. Dr. Nguyen Van Bo President, Vietnam Academy of nvbo@hn.vnn.vn;
Agricultural Sciences, Ministry of vaas@hn.vnn.vn;
Agriculture and Rural Development nguyenvanbo2@gmail.com
(MARD), No. 2 Ngoc Ha Street,
Ba Dinh, Hanoi, Vietnam

26. Dr. Nick Austin Chief Executive Officer, nick.austin@aciar.gov.au
Australian Centre for International
Agricultural Research (ACIAR),
P.O. Box 1571, Canberra ACT 2617,
Australia

27. Mr. Prabath Wimal Director/Secretary, Sri Lanka Council for prabathwk@gmail.com;
Kumara Agricultural Research Policy (CARP), carp@slcarp.lk

114/9, Wijerama Mawatha, Colombo 07,
Sri Lanka

28. Md (Dr.) Rafiqul Islam Director General dg.bari@bari.gov.bd
Mondal Bangladesh Agricultural Research

Institute (BARI)
Joydebpur, Gazipur-1701, Bangladesh

29. Dr. Raghunath Ghodake PNG NARI Promoting Excellence in raghunath.ghodake760@gmail.
Agricultural Research for Sustainable com
Development
2nd Floor Vele Rumana,
Box 4415 Lae Morobe, Province 411,
Papua New Guinea
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30. Dr. Raj Paroda Executive Secretary, raj.paroda@apaari.org
APAARI FAO Annex Building,
202/1 Larn Luang Road,
Pomprab Sattruphai, Bangkok 10200,
Thailand

31. Dr. S.M. Ritual Bureau of Agricultural Research (BAR), sritual@bar.gov.ph,
Department of Agriculture, 3rd Floor, rd@bar.gov.ph
ATI Building, Elliptical Road, Diliman,
Quezon City, Philippines

32. Dr. Sergie Kopen Bang Director General, National Agricultural sergie.bang@nari.org.pg
Research Institute (NARI),
2nd Floor Vele Rumana,
Box 4415 Lae Morobe, Province 411,
Papua New Guinea

33. Dr. Shanika Jayasekara Senior Scientist carp@slcarp.lk
Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural
Research Policy (CARP),
114/9, Wijerama Mawatha, Colombo 07,
Sri Lanka

34. Dr. Shunil B. Lal Vice Chancellor, sblal_aaidu@hotmail.com
Sam Higginbottom Institute of Agriculture,
Technology and Sciences (formerly
Allahabad Agricultural Institute),
Naini, Allahabad 211007, U.P., India

35. Dr. Simon Hearn Australian Centre for International hearn@aciar.gov.au
Agricultural Research (ACIAR)
GPO Box 1571, Canberra ACT 2601,
AUSTRALIA

36. Dr. Suwit Chaikiattiyos Deputy Director General suwitdoa@yahoo.com
Department of Agriculture,
50 Phaholyothin Road, Chatuchak,
Bangkok 10900, Thailand

37. Dr. T. Satyanarayana Deputy Director tsatya@ipni.net
India Program-South Zone
International Plant Nutrition Institute
(IPNI) 1st Floor, Plot No. 35, Road No. 2,
Aditya Nagar, Kukatpally,
P.O. Hyderabad - 500085,
Andhra Pradesh, India
Tel: +91 40 20042661
Mobile: +91 8790742660

38. Dr. Thomas Lumpkin Director General, CIMMYT, Lisboa-27, t.lumpkin@cgiar.org
Apartado, Postal 6-641 06600, Mexico

39. Mr. Tomohide Sugino Representative, Southeast Asia Liaison tosugino@jircas.affrc.go.jp
Office, JIRCAS
50 Phaholyothin Rd., Ladyao, Chatuchak,
Bangkok 10900, Thailand
Tel: +66 2 5614743
Fax: +66 2 9405949
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40. Dr. Umi Kalsom Malaysian Agricultural Research and uab@mardi.gov.my
Abu Bakar Development Institute (MARDI)

MARDI Headquarters
Persian MARDI-UPM
43400 UPM, Serdang, Selangor
Malaysia

41. Mr. Wen-deh Chen Deputy Minister francesleecf@hotmail.com
Council of Agriculture, Executive Yuan,
R.O.C. (Taiwan)

42. Dr. William D. Dar Director General, International Crops W.Dar@cgiar.org
Research Institute for the Semi-Arid
Tropics (ICRISAT), Patancheru 502 324,
Andhra Pradesh, India

43. Dr. WMW Weerakoon Director and Principal Agronomist weerakoonwmw@gmail.com
Field Crop Research & Development
Institute (FCRDI) Mahailluppallama,
Sri Lanka

44. Dr. Yashpal Singh Country Manager yssaharawat@gmail.com
Saharawat ICARDA Afghanistan

ICARDA-India Office, NASC Complex
DPS Marg, Pusa, New Delhi, India 110012

45. Mr. Charoen Secretary charoen1952@hotmail.com
Nitiwataapong Taipei Economic & Cultural Office in

Thailand, 20th Floor Empire Tower,
195 South Sathorn Road, Bangkok 10120,
Thailand
Tel: +66 2 6700200 ext. 308
Fax: +66 2 6700220

46. Mr. Shang, Yu First Secretary
Taipei Economic & Cultural Office
in Thailand, 20th Floor Empire Tower,
195 South Sathorn Road, Bangkok 10120,
Thailand
Tel: +66 2 6700200
Fax: +66 2 6700220

47. Dr. N.K. Dadlani The Asia & Pacific Seed Association, nkdadlani@gmail.com
P.O. Box 1030, Kasetsart University,
Bangkok 10903, Thailand
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Annexure III

Status of Membership Payment

Contribution by APAARI Members
As on 30 September 2014

S. No. Country
Payment

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Category

1. ACIAR – Australia I Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

2. AREEO – Iran II Rec. Rec. Rec.

3. BAR – Philippines II Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

4. BARC – Bangladesh II Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

5. CARP – Sri Lanka III Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

6. COA – Chinese Taipei I Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

7. CoRRB – Bhuta III Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

8. DOA – Thailand I Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

9. IAC – New Caledonia III Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

10. ICAR – India I Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

11. JIRCAS – Japan I Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

12. MAFF – Fiji III Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

13. MARD – Vietnam III Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

14. MARDI – Malaysia I Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

15. MAFFM – Samoa III Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

16. NARC – Nepal III Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

17. NARI – Papua New Guinea II Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

18. PARC – Pakistan II Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

19. PCAARRD – Philippines II Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

20. RDA – Republic of Korea I Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.
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Status of Contribution by Associate Members
(As on 30 September 2014)

S. No. Country 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

1. The World Vegetable Center (AVRDC), Chinese Taipei Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

2. Bioversity International, Rome, Italy Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

3. International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.
(CIMMYT), Mexico

4. International Centre for Agricultural Research in the Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.
Dry Areas (ICARDA), Syria

5. International Crops Research institute for the Semi-Arid Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.
Tropics (ICRISAT), India

6. International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), USA Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

7. International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI), Kenya Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

8. International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), Manila, Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.
Philippines

9. International Water Management Institute (IWMI), Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.
Sri Lanka

10. PNG University of Technology, Papua New Guinea Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

11. SAARC Agriculture Centre (SAC), Bangladesh Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

12. CABI South Asia, India Rec. Rec.

13. The World Fish Center, Malaysia Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

14. Indian Agricultural Universities Association (IAUA), India Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

15. International Centre for Research in Agroforestry Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.
(ICRAF) India

16. Sam Higginbottom Institute of Agriculture Technology & Rec. Rec.

Sciences (SHIAT), India
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Status of Contribution by Affiliate Members
(As on 30 September 2014)

S. No. Country 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

1. Anand Agricultural University (AAU), India Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

2. Agriculture Research Institute of Afghanistan (ARIA), Rec. Rec.
Afghanistan

3. Birsa Agriculture University (BAU), India Rec. Rec.

4. Central Agricultural University (CAU), Imphal India Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

5. Navsari Agricultural University – NAU, Gujarat, India Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

6. University of Nottingham Malaysia Campus, Rec.
Selangor, Malaysia

7. Universiti Putra Malaysia Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec. Rec.

8. CSK Himachal Pradesh Krishi Vishvavidyalaya, Rec. Rec.
Himachal Pradesh, India

9. CAPSA-UNESCAP, Indonesia Rec. Rec. Rec.

10. University of Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore, India Rec. Rec.

Reciprocal Members without Membership Fee
(As on 30 September 2014)

S. No. Country

1. Association of Agricultural Research Institutions in the Near East & North Africa (AARINENA),
Jordan

2. Asia Pacific Association of Forest Research Institutions (APAFRI), Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

3. Asian Institute of Technology (AIT), Thailand

4. The Asia & Pacific Seed Association (APSA), Thailand

5. Central Asia and the Caucasus Association of Agricultural Research Institutions (CACAARI),
Uzbekistan

6. Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific (NACA), Thailand

7. Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC), Fiji

8. Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA), Ghana

9. Asian Farmers’ Association for Sustainable Rural Development (AFA), Philippines

10. Bangladesh Rural & Advancement Committee (BRAC), Bangladesh
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Annexure IV
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Annexure V
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Annexure VI



35



36



37



38

Annexure VII

Appointment of External Auditor

The procedure for appointment of External Auditor was discussed and approved by the Executive
Committee in its meeting held in Islamabad on 24 October 2013 which is given below.

Procedure for Appointment of Auditor

For each biennium, the appointment of Auditor shall be made by inviting quotations from qualified
Auditors that are on the approved list of the Government of Thailand. Based on experience and
performance of the concerned Auditor, the contract for auditing will be allowed initially for two years,
which can be extended only for another two years (total duration of 4 years). Beyond this, the auditor
must be changed.

The jobs assigned will include: i) audit certificate giving details of expenditure, receipts and balance,
ii) review of assets register as well as bank accounts, iii) getting certificates from the Bank Managers
concerned.
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Proposal for Appointment of Auditor and Audit Fee for the period 2015-2016

Three companies responded to invitation for providing auditing services:

S. No. Company Professional Fee/year Name

1. Accounting Corner Company Limited 40,000 Ms. Niramal Kevalee,
Certified Public Account
No. 7966

2. A Group of Persons Proplus 35,000 Mr. Vithaya jenchotsuwan
Certified Public Account

No. 2597

3. GAAP Professional Audit Co., LTD 30,000 Mrs. Wirairuk Kurathong
Certified Public Account

No. 4897

Letters from the above three companies will be provided during the meeting.

Members may kindly review and decide as to who from the three be appointed as auditor for the
biennium 2015-2016.
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Annexure VIII

Draft

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MoU)

between

THE ASIA-PACIFIC ASSOCIATION OF AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS
(APAARI)

Bangkok, Thailand

THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE (DoA)

Bangkok, Thailand

on

COLLABORATIVE PROJECTS TO STRENGTHEN AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH

AND DEVELOPMENT IN THE ASIA PACIFIC REGION

This Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) constitutes an arrangement between the Asia-Pacific
Association of Agricultural Research Institutions (APAARI) hereinafter called “APAARI” and
Department of Agriculture hereinafter called “DoA” collectively called ‘the Parties” to engage in
collaborative activities of common interest and mutual benefit, to strengthen agricultural research and
development.

Article I

PREAMBLE

DoA and APAARI mutually desire to collaborate and promote agricultural research for development
(AR4D) in the Asia-Pacific region. Both the organizations are in agreement to the effect that:

i) Collaboration is beneficial in achieving their overall programs and useful in helping to
meet their stated goals;

ii) Have already established collaborative linkages with other regional, international and non-
governmental organizations, international research centers and centers of higher learning
and research throughout the world;

iii) Desire to increase their existing knowledge base; and

iv) Wish to develop mutually beneficial processes of cooperation and exchange.

Article II

MODES OF COOPERATION

This MoU is intended to facilitate further strengthening of AR4D activities. Both parties agree to the
following:
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i) To share resources, as well as responsibility for management of joint programs and projects;

ii) To organize activities of mutual interest including conferences, workshops and training
programs in fulfillment of their missions;

iii) To publish the results of research and collaborative work jointly by staff from both parties,
and

iv) To facilitate training in related areas.

Article III

FUNDING OBLIGATIONS

Both the parties agree that this MoU does not entail any funding obligation, nor does it constitute
a legally binding commitment by any Party. It is understood that:

i) Either party may decide to provide financial or in-kind support to individual activities on
a case-by-case basis;

ii) Both parties will jointly and separately seek funding from third parties to support activities
to be carried out under this MoU;

iii) Both parties agree to assist each other with applications to funding sources for financial
support of this cooperation and exchange; and

iv) Implementation of specific collaborative programs will depend only upon the availability
of funds.

Article IV

MECHANISMS OF COOPERATION

To achieve the purposes of this MoU, the Parties, individually and subject to the availability of funds,
will jointly cooperate on technical assistance and exchange of expertise. The parties agree:

i) To implement joint projects pursuant to the aforementioned objectives through Specific
Letters of Agreement supplemental to this MoU.

ii) To provide the staff support subject to funding being available and institutional services
and materials necessary to implement and achieve the objectives of each cooperative project
agreement supplemental to this MoU.

iii) To exchange information and data on specific sectorial activities on mutually agreed terms.

Article V

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS

Both parties recognize the importance of intellectual property rights as an integral component of this
collaboration.

i) Both parties jointly reserve any or all Intellectual Property Rights, without limitation
discovered or produced as a result of the cooperation related to this MoU.



52

ii) APAARI and DoA will make available the results of the collaborative activitiesthrough the
most appropriate mechanisms.

iii) No information or invention developed as a result of this collaboration will be protected
through any form of statutory or non-statutory intellectual property right mechanism.

Article VI

DOA OBLIGATIONS

i) In order to have effective collaboration and legal status of APAARI as an Association/
Society, DOA will facilitate the process for obtaining necessary Govt. clearance for getting
APAARI registered as an Association/Society in Thailand and extend needed cooperation
for required visa clearances, and provide advice on matters concerning placement of staff
by APAARI in its office located with FAO Regional Office in Bangkok.

Article VII

ENTRY INTO FORCE

ii) The MoU shall be in effect for three years, commencing on the date of the last signature
affixed for this agreement. It may be amended, with the approval of both parties, by means
of exchange of letters through the authorized officials at each institution.

iii) Either party may propose to other upto 6 (six) months prior to the expiration date to
renew this MoU. This MoU may be extended by mutual agreement through an exchange
of letters between the parties to this MoU. Proposal to extend the term of this MoU will
be communicated not less than 3 (three) months prior to the present expiration date. Each
agreed renewal period will be a period of 12 (twelve) calendar months.

Article VIII

TERMINATION

Either party may terminate the MoU by giving written notice of the intent to terminate the MoU.
Such termination shall not affect the execution and conclusion of specific activities in effect nor the
publication and dissemination of results of research in progress under terms of this MoU. As far as
possible, such notice will be given three months in advance of the desired termination date.

This MoU is done in two original copies in English language, both copies are authentic.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned Parties have agreed and executed this document.

Asia-Pacific Association of Agricultural  Department of Agriculture (DoA)
Research Institutions (APAARI)

Dr. Raj Paroda Dr. Anan Suwannarat
Executive Secretary Director General
APAARI DoA

Date : Date:
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Annexure IX

A letter seeking approval of members

[Sent on behalf of Dr. Raj Paroda, Executive Secretary, APAARI
raj.paroda@gmail.com ]

Dear APAARI Members,

Greetings from APAARI.

This is to apprise you that a proposal for the creation of an additional seat in the Executive Committee
of APAARI has been under consideration for quite some time in order to ensure inclusiveness of all
stakeholders. Earlier, for similar objective, we had created two additional seats for their presentation
of Farmers and NGOs, respectively. Accordingly, the issue of creating a seat for the Private Sector
was discussed in the last two meetings of the APAARI Executive Committee held in Islamabad on
24 October, 2013 and in Bangkok on 22 April, 2014. The executive members, after detailed discussion,
decided that APAARI must ensure participation of all stakeholders in its decision making process.
Accordingly, it was decided to propose before the next General Assembly of APAARI to be held in
Bangkok on 1 November, 2014, the creation of one additional seat for the private sector.

In order to do so, needed amendment (Annexure IX A) is required to be brought before the GAM by
circulating the proposal among APAARI members by giving 60 days advance notice.

Accordingly, you are requested to review the amendment and send your consent in advance so that
proposal to this effect could be placed before the GAM for final approval.

Looking forward to hearing from you. In case of no response, it will be presumed that you do agree
with the proposed change.

Best regards

Raj Paroda
Executive Secretary
APAARI
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APAARI CONSTITUTION

Article X : Executive Committee

Existing provision Proposed amendment

16. There shall be an Executive Committee of
the Association composed of three officers,
namely Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Executive
Secretary of APAARI, and eight other members.
The Executive Secretary of the Global Forum on
Agricultural Research (GFAR) and one CGIAR
Center Director General from among Associate
Members will be the ex-officio members; while
the outgoing Chairman will be a member for the
next term. There will be three NARS members
representing the Pacific, South-East Asia and
south-West Asia sub-regions. The remaining
two members will be from Civil Society
Organizations (CSOs)-one each from regional
farmer’s and NGOs associations/communities.
The Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and other
members shall be elected by the General
Assembly from among the member institutions
at the biennial meeting and shall hold office
until the next biennial session and shall not be
eligible for immediate re-election to the same
office. However, the Executive Secretary of
APAARI shall be appointed according to Article
XII under Paragraph 22. No country NARS
members will have more than one representative
on the Executive Committee

16. There shall be an Executive Committee of
the Association composed of three officers,
namely Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Executive
Secretary of APAARI, and nine other members.
The Executive Secretary of the Global Forum on
Agricultural Research (GFAR) and one CGIAR
Center Director General from among Associate
Members will be the ex-officio members; while
the outgoing Chairman will be a member for the
next term. There will be three NARS members
representing the Pacific, South-East Asia and
South-West Asia sub-regions. The remaining
three members will be:two from Civil Society
Organizations (CSOs)-one each from regional
farmer’s and NGOs associations/communities;
and one from the private sector organizations.
The Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and other
members shall be elected by the General
Assembly from among the member institutions
at the biennial meeting and shall hold office until
the next biennial session and shall not be eligible
for immediate re-election to the same office.
However, the Executive Secretary of APAARI
shall be appointed according to Article XII under
Paragraph 22. No country NARS members will
have more than one representative on the
Executive Committee

Annexure IX A



55

Responses from APAARI members in favour of creating additional seat for private
sector

19 June

Dear Dr. Paroda

The inclusion of additional member in APAARI exectivecommitte is being supported.

Regards

Prof. A. Halim

PNG Unitech

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖

20 June

Dear Raj,

I agree this proposal.

Best regards from New Caledonia,

Laurent L’Huillier

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖

20 June

Dear Sir,

We support for the inclusion additional members in the APAARI executive committee.

Best regards,

PRABATH WIMAL KUMARA

Director

Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy

20 June

Dear Dr. Paroda.

We fully support your proposal for the creation of an additional seat in the Executive Committee of
APAARI

With my best regards

NVBo

Vietnam

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖

Annexure IX B
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20 June

Dear Dr. Raj Paroda

Greetings from Pakistan. I agree with the amendment.

My regards to you and family

iftikhar

Pakistan

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖

20 June

Dear Dr. Paroda and Dr. Yadav

We are fine with the amendment and support the initiative.

We appreciate your making this process so participatory.

Regards

Purvi Mehta

ILRI

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖

20 June

Dear Dr. Paroda,

I fully support the additional seat in the APAARI Executive Committee.

Thanks and regards,

CLL Gowda, ICRISAT

20 June

I fully support the proposal.

Sharif Haron

Malaysia

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖

20 June

Dear Raj,

I endorse your proposal for additional seat in the APAARI Executive Committee.

With warm regards and best wishes,

Mahmoud, ICARDA

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖
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20 June

Dear Raj,

AVRDC is happy with the proposed amendment on behalf of the private sector with the exception of
the traditional sentence which specifies a CGIAR DG as an executive committee member....As AVRDC
and many of the other AIRCA centers ICIMOD, INBAR, CFF, ICBA, CABI, IFDC etc. are players in
Asia Pacific and in some cases financial contributors to APAARI would it not make sense to change
this sentence to say either a CGIAR or an AIRCA Center DG or even to create a new seat for the
AIRCA grouping specifically. It is hard to be a financial supporter of APAARI and yet be disenfranchised
at the same time! I shall await your response with interest especially as that now GFAR has recognised
AIRCA in its recent pronouncement. I speak in my capacity as Chair of AIRCA. (As of 1/7/14). I
would hope this suggestion could be incorporated into the amendment to be passed later this year.

Thank you,

Dyno

Dr. JDH. Keatinge

Association of International Agricultural Research and Development Centers for Agriculture

22 June

Dear Dr. Paroda

We also endorse this proposal and fully support.

Thanks and kind regards.

Prem Mathur

Bioversity International

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖

22 June

Dear Dr. Paroda:

I write to indicate ICRAFs full endorsement and support of the proposal.

Kind regards,

Margaret M Kroma, PhD

Assistant Director General – Partnerships & Impact

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖

24 June

In behalf of the Bureau of Agricultural Research- Philippines, we support the creation of an additional
seat for the private sector into the APAARI Executive Committee.

All the best,

Ted
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TEODORO S. SOLSOLOY, Ph.D

Director III/Scientist 1

Bureau of Agricultural Research

Elliptical Rd., Diliman, Q.C.

Philippines

24 June

Dear Raj, Dear All,

We are in favor of allocating additional seat in the Executive Committee of APAARI for the private
sector constituency. This is to make APAARI a broader, more inclusive platform for AR4D in the
region.

We hope to engage further in developing the criteria for representation of this sector, and in nominating
representative of this constituency once criteria is set.

Kind regards,

esther*

Asian Farmers Association (AFA),

Philippines

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖

26 June

Dear Raj

Thanks for this, I would certainly endorse inclusion of a private sector representative in APAARI’s
governance, along with those already brought in from other sectors. The private sector covers a wide
range of actors and as this develops I look forward to your thoughts on which networks will be
considered here.

Best wishes,

Mark

GFAR, Rome
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Annexure X

APAARI WORK PLAN 2015-2016

1. Publications 1.1 APAARI Newsletter (June 2015, December 2015, June 2016,
December 2016)

1.2 APAARI on CD 2015, 2016

1.3 Success story/case study on institutional innovation and ICT for
agricultural development (TBI)

1.4 Success story/status report on one or two topics (TBI)

1.5 Success story/status report on biotechnology application in
Asia-Pacific including Bt brinjal in Bangladesh

1.6 Proceedings and Recommendations of the 12th Asian Maize
Conference and Expert Consultation on Maize for Food, Feed,
Nutrition and Environmental Security

1.7 Proceedings of the Expert Consultation on Food Safety held in
collaboration with JIRCAS

2. Meetings/Expert 2.1 APAARI Executive Committee Meetings (April 2015; and April and
Consultations/ October, 2016)
Symposia 2.2 High Level Policy Dialogue for Ensuring Investments for AR4D

in Asia-Pacific Region (in collaboration with GFAR,
FAO and IFPRI) (2015)

2.3 A Regional Workshop on Household Nutrition Security in
Asia (2015)

2.4 Expert consultation on a thematic topic to be identified by
Executive Committee (2016)

3. APARIS Activities 3.1 APARIS Steering Committee Meetings (April 2015, April 2016)

3.2 Regional Dialogue on Improving Open Knowledge Access for
Agricultural Development in the Asia-Pacific (2015 in collaboration
with GFAR and FAO RAP)

3.3 Implementation of APAARI communication strategy – enhancement
and strengthening of systems and processes

3.4 A Network Meeting of NINPs to strengthen knowledge sharing
initiatives at NARS and regional level (2016)

4. APCoAB Activities 4.1 APCoAB Steering Committee Meeting (April 2015, 2016)

4.2 Regional Dialogues/Expert Consultations on biotechnology topics
of regional importance, such as Bt brinjal in Bangladesh and
Golden Rice (one each year)

4.3 Training programs in partnership with advanced research and
training organizations, including COA, on biotechnology related
topics such as cryopreservation, GM and molecular breeding,
biosafety, food safety etc. (two each year)
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4.4 Evaluation of Training Programs on Food Safety, Biotechnology,
Cryopreservation etc. carried out in collaboration with ICRISAT,
Bioversity, NBPGR, COA and other partners

5. Interregional 5.1 Ensuring greater participation and involvement of APAARI
and Global stakeholders in implementation and evaluation of CRPs
Cooperation (relevant to Asia-Pacific)

5.2 Participation and involvement of APAARI stakeholders in
development of Phase II CRPs (relevant to Asia-Pacific)

5.3 Active involvement of APAARI Stakeholders in GCARD3 related
events

5.4 Encouraging participation of regional and sub-regional fora in
APAARI events

5.5 Participation of APPARI member NARS in TAP activities

5.6 Building partnerships with SAARC and ASEAN Agricultural
Programs

5.7 Participation in relevant collaborative/partnership/network
activities implemented/led by other organizations from time
to time
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Annexure XI

APPROVED BUDGET FOR 2013-2014
(in US$)

S. No. Items
Approved

2013 2014

1. Publication (Newsletter, Success Stories, Directory, 30,000 30,000
Technical Reports etc.)

2. APAARI Secretariat Support

Staff Salary 185,000 190,000
Office Stationary and Postage 35,000 40,000
Miscellaneous Items 35,000 35,000

3. Consultancy/Travel/SSA etc. 80,000 85,000

4. Training/Selected Research Projects/APAARI Program 80,000 85,000
and Network Support

5. Expert Consultations/General Assembly and Executive 90,000 95,000
Committee Meetings

Total 535,000 560,000

PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 2015-2016
(in US$)

S. No. Items
Proposed

2015 2016

1. Publications (Newsletter, Success Stories, Directory,  30,000 35,000
Technical Reports etc.)

2. APAARI Secretariat Support

Staff Salary 210,000 230,000
Office Stationary and Postage 50,000 40,000
Miscellaneous Items 40,000 50,000

3. Consultancy/Travel/SSA etc. 70,000 80,000

4. Training/Selected Research Projects/APAARI Programs 70,000 80,000
and Network Support

5. Expert Consultations/General Assembly and Executive 110,000 120,000
Committee Meetings

Total 580,000 635,000
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Annexure XII

APAARI EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES
(1991-2014)

Executive Committee for 2013-2014
Chairman : Dr. Simon Hearn ACIAR, Australia
Vice-Chairman : Dr. Masa Iwanaga JIRCAS, Japan
Members : Dr. S. Ayyappan ICAR, India

Dr. Iftikhar Ahmad PARC, Pakistan
Dr. Cho Myoung – rae RDA, Republic of Korea
Mr. Misa Konelio MAFFM, Samoa
Dr. Mark Holderness GFAR, Italy
Dr. Thomas Lumpkin CIMMYT, Mexico
Ms. Esther Penunia AFA, Philippines
Dr. Mahabub Hossain BRAC, Bangladesh

Executive Secretary : Dr. Raj Paroda APAARI

Executive Committee for 2011-2012
Chairman : Dr. S. Ayyappan ICAR, India
Vice-Chairman : Mr. Mason Smith DoA, MPI, Fiji
Members : Dr. Abdul Shukor Abd Rahman MARDI, Malaysia

Dr. Simon Hearn ACIAR, Australia
Ms. Susan Chang CoA, Chinese Taipei
Dr. Tashi Samdup CoRRB, Bhutan
Mr. Raul Montemayor IFAP, Philippines
Dr. Colin Chartres IWMI, Sri Lanka
Fr. Francisco Lucas NAARAP, Philippines
Dr. Mark Holderness GFAR, Italy

Executive Secretary : Dr. Raj Paroda APAARI

Executive Committee for 2009-2010
Chairman : Dr. Abdul Shukor Abd Rahman MARDI, Malaysia
Vice-Chairman : Dr. S. Ayyappan ICAR, India
Members : Dr. Raghunath Ghodake NARI, PNG

Mr. Mason Smith MoA & PI, Fiji
Mr. Somchai Charnnarongkul DOA, Thailand
Dr. Wais Kabir BARC, Bangladesh
Mr. Raul Montemayor IFAP, Philippines
Dr. Robert S. Zeigler CGIAR-IRRI, Philippines
Fr. Antonio Francisco Lucas NAARAP-ANGOC, Philippines
Dr. Mark Holderness GFAR, Italy

Executive Secretary : Dr. Raj Paroda APAARI
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Executive Committee for 2007-2008
Chairman : Dr. Raghunath Ghodake NARI, PNG
Vice-Chairman : Dr. Abdul Shukor Abd Rahman MARDI, Malaysia
Members : Prof. Rohan Rajapakse CARP, Sri Lanka

Mr. Philip Tuivavalagai MAF, Samoa
Dr. Mangala Rai ICAR, India
Dr. Wen-Deh Chen CoA,Chinese Taipei
Mr. Raul Montemayor IFAP, Philippines
Dr. William Dar CGIAR
Dr. Mark Holderness GFAR, Italy

Executive Secretary : Dr. Raj Paroda APAARI

Executive Committee for 2005-2006
Chairman : Dr. H.P.M. Gunasena Sri Lanka
Vice-Chairman : Dr. T. Mennesson New Caledonia
Members : Dr. Shinobu Inanaga Japan

Dr. Badaruddin Soomro Pakistan
Dr. M.E. Tusneem Pakistan
Mr. Nicomedes P. Eleazar Philippines
Mr. Luke Ratuvuki Fiji

Executive Secretary : Dr. R.S. Paroda India

Executive Committee for 2003-2004
Chairman : Dr. Mutsuo Iwamoto Japan

Dr. Shinobu Inanaga Japan
Vice-Chairman : Dr. M. Nurul Alam Bangladesh
Members : Dr. R.P. Sapkota Nepal

Mr. S. Charnnarongkul Thailand
Dr. T. Mennesson New Caledonia
Dr. Nguyen Van Bo Vietnam

Executive Secretary : Dr. R.S. Paroda India

Executive Committee for 2001-2002
Chairman : Dr. Dhruv Joshi Nepal

Dr. R.P. Sapkota Nepal
Vice-Chairman : Mr. J. Kumar Fiji
Members : Dr. M. Nurul Alam Bangladesh

Dr. Patricio S. Faylon Philippines
Dr. S.H. Anang Malaysia
Dr. Ian Bevege Australia
Dr. Robert Clements Australia

Executive Secretary : Dr. R.S. Paroda India
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Executive Committee for 1999-2000
Chairman : Dr. Ian Bevege Australia
Vice-Chairman : Dr. Ananta Dalodom Thailand
Members : Dr. Seong-Hee Lee Republic of Korea

Dr. K.A. Malik Pakistan
Dr. R.D. Ghodake Papua New Guinea
Dr. D. Kirtisinghe Sri Lanka

Executive Secretary : Dr. R.S. Paroda India

Executive Committee for 1997-1998
Chairman : Dr. M. Akbar Pakistan
Vice-Chairman : Dr. Nobuyoshi Maeno Japan
Members : Dr. Z. Karim Bangladesh

Dr. Ananta Doladom Thailand
Mr. J. Kumar Fiji
Dr. William D. Dar Philippines

Executive Secretary : Dr. Raj Paroda India

Executive Committee for 1995-1996
Chairman : Dr. William D. Dar Philippines
Vice-Chairman : Mr. Abbas Keshavarz Iran
Members : Dr. Md. Sharif Bin Ahmad Malaysia

Dr. Shiva Bahadur Nepali Nepal
Dr. Young Sang Kim Korea
Dr. S.T. Semisi Western Samoa

Executive Secretary : Dr. Raj Paroda India

Executive Committee for 1993-1994
Chairman : Dr. Young Sang Kim Korea
Vice-Chairman : Mr. Balthasar M. Wayi PNG
Members : Prof. Wang Lianzheng China

Dr. Zafar Altaf Pakistan
Dr. William D. Dar Philippines
Mr. Montri Rumakom Thailand

Executive Secretary : Dr. Raj Paroda India

Executive Committee for 1991-1992
Chairman : Dr. Md. Yusof bin Hashim Malaysia
Vice-Chairman : Dr. Keith W. Steele New Zealand
Members : Prof. W. Lianzheng China

Mr. C.R. Mahapatra India
Dr. Maripaz I. Perez Philippines
Mr. Tubuola Tavita Western Samoa

Executive Secretary : Dr. R.B. Singh India
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