

Background:
CAPSA is organizing an Expert Consultation on ‘Strengthening Linkages between Research and Extension to Promote Food and Nutrition Security’ in partnership with FAO in December, 2013 as part of the SATNET Asia project. The objective of the Consultation is to assess existing research-extension linkages in the region, identify gaps, and explore how the system’s capacity can be enhanced further. The event, which is expected to see participation from heads of Research and Extension from various countries in the Asia-Pacific region as well as other stakeholders, will include a session on private or NGO-led research-extension systems. It is envisaged that SATNET’s online discussion on ‘Role of the Private Sector and Civil Society in Strengthening Research-Extension Linkages’ will contribute useful inputs towards the above-mentioned session of the Expert Consultation.

Research-Extension Linkages:
The Green Revolution which began in the 1960s made an important contribution to increasing crop productivity in the Asia-Pacific region. However, there has been a realization that the gains have been unevenly distributed, with many areas and large segments of smallholders being left out of its benefits. Moreover, in recent years, yields have begun to stagnate, and the excessive application of synthetic pesticides and fertilizers has taken a toll on the environment and human health. New challenges such as climate change have also emerged. At this juncture, there is a need for a new Green Revolution - one driven by knowledge and increased capacities to leverage and adapt modern technologies and innovations. To achieve this goal, it is clear that effective research-extension linkages must play a key role, particularly for increasing awareness of risks factors and coping mechanisms, and enabling uptake of new technologies and improved processes. 

Private Sector and Civil Society Participation for Strengthening Research-Extension Linkages:
During the 1970s and 1980s, research and extension underwent many changes in the Asia-Pacific region in order to work together in closer collaboration. Although the system initially functioned reasonably well, over the longer term, the effectiveness of research-extension linkages has not been up to expectations. In recent times, it has also become amply clear that due to the looming financial crunch in developing countries in the region, it would be difficult to keep on public payroll the huge apparatus of extension subsystems without hampering the services to farmers. Owing to this, the public sector research and extension system alone will not be able to provide support to the millions of small farmers whose numbers are on the rise and who need services that are extremely diverse and complicated.

SATNET Online Discussion on
‘Role of Private Sector and Civil Society in Strengthening Research-Extension Linkages’ 
[bookmark: _GoBack]One of the strategies to address this challenge is to have greater involvement of non-government players in research-extension linkages, and make private and civil society-led research and extension systems an integral part of the national research and extension systems. Privatization and globalization polices adopted by governments since the beginning of the 1990s are already providing opportunities for enhancing the role of the private sector, civil society organizations (CSOs), non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and international NGOs (INGOs) in research and extension. Of late, many localized extension systems headed by NGOs and private organizations have emerged which are functioning well in some countries. However, the modalities to incorporate them further into the national systems are still mostly vague and the attempts undertaken so far largely represent a trial and error approach. Sharing of some of the successful examples among countries will undoubtedly be useful in making research-extension linkages more effective and efficient.
Questions for Deliberation during Online Discussion:
1) What are some of the examples of successful private sector and/or civil society-led research-extension systems in countries of the Asia-Pacific region?
2) How can the private sector and civil society help to strengthen research-extension linkages? What are their unique strengths and limitations?
 
3) How can the role of the private sector and civil society in strengthening research-extension linkages be further enhanced?

Proposed Follow-up:
This online discussion is expected to provide useful inputs for the session on private or NGO-led research-extension systems during the Expert Consultation. In particular, some of the examples of successful private sector and/or civil society-led research-extension systems identified through this online discussion will be showcased at the Expert Consultation. The possibility of inviting some of the active contributors during this online discussion to attend the Expert Consultation will also be explored.
