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Dr. Baj Paroda
Executive Secretary

Ref.: APAARI/2010/
Date: 05" May, 2010

Dr. Carlos Perez del Castillo

Chair of the Board of the Consortium of the CGIAR Centres,
Bulevar Espana 2954, Montevideo

Uruguay

Dear Dr. Castillo,

This being the first formal communication, | on behalf of APAARI, congratulate you for the new
responsibility as Chairman, CGIAR Consortium Board and wish that partnership between CG Centers and
members of APAARI will further get strengthened under your leadership. APAARI, as a regional forum, is
working closely with most of the CG Centers having activities in the Asia-Pacific region. We also see that
on going change management process in the CG System is an excellent opportunity to match the
research priorities and meet the needs of resource poor farmers and consumers in the region.

In October last, the Executive Committee members had discussed the implications of CGIAR change
process for our stakeholders. The outcome of those deliberations was conveyed to the Director, CGIAR
for appropriate action {copy attached).

In the recently held meeting on 24 April, 2010 in New Delhi, we also discussed the outcome of GCARD
Conference in Montpellier, the CGIAR Strategic Framework and the Mega Programs under consideration
of the Consortium Board and the Fund Council. The members were also briefed on the current status by
Dr. Robert Zeigler, Director General, IRRI, who represents CGIAR on our Executive Committee.

All members were pleased that the new CGIAR is heading in the right direction to meet the future needs
of food and nutrition security through crop productivity growth and national research management
through inter-institutional collaboration. We will also appreciate if the Centers get APAARI members
involved effectively in the development and implementation of new Mega Programs, especially those
related to food security, nutrition and health, sustainability of agricultural systems for the poor, enabling
higher income, soil, water and biodiversity management, and climate change.

We also note that the Consortium Board has requested the Centers to develop a few Mega Programs
over the coming months. We, therefore, urge that a systematic bottom up exercise by involving key
stakeholders from the region may please be ensured while developing these programs. On behalf of its
members, APAARI supports the Consortium in its efforts to revitalize the international agricultural
research and ensure funding for all the eight Mega Programs. Since all are important, none may please
be phased out or delayed.

APAARI will be too pleased to facilitate the process, as considered necessary.

With best regards,

Sincerely yours,

?M

(Ra;]- Paroda)




Asia-Pacific Association of Agricultural Research Institutions

C/o FAO Regional Office for Asia and The Pacific

Maliwan Mansion, 39 Phra Atit Road

Bangkok 10200, Thailand

Tel.: (+66 2) 697 4371-3; Fax: (+66 2) 697 4408
Email: apaari@apaari.org, Web: www.apaari.org
A REPORT ON APAARI ACTIVITIES 

(2009)
Raj Paroda

Executive Secretary
Progress and Achievements during 2008-2009

During the 10th APAARI General Assembly Meeting held on 20th October 2008, a detailed report of APAARI activities for the period 2007-2008 was submitted and also circulated to all our members. The activities reported here are along the line of major themes consistent with APAARI’s strategic thrusts and approved work plan for 2009. APAARI has done its best to bring together all stakeholders to collectively work through existing research networks as well as some new initiatives in the field of biotechnology and ICT/ICM. A brief account of the major accomplishments and progress of activities scheduled during 2009 is presented below:
1. 
MEETINGS

1.1
First Executive Committee Meeting

The first meeting of the new APAARI Executive Committee for 2009-2010, was held on 29th January 2009 in Bangkok, under the Chairmanship of Dr. Abd. Shukor Abd Rahman, Director General, MARDI, Malaysia. The progress of work was reviewed and the important decisions taken were:

· The work plan for 2009 was approved.
· Executive Committee members were pleased to review the progress relating to various activities including publications brought out by the Secretariat.
· In view of the GAM decision to have one additional seat in the Executive Committee for NGOs, it was agreed to have the Chairman, NGO Association for Agricultural Research in the Asia-Pacific (NAARAP), the regional association of NGOs formed in April 2008, to be a member of the Executive Committee for the biennium 2009-2010. The decision to revise the Constitution was also implemented to this effect. 

· The composition of Steering Committees of both APCoAB and APARIS were approved, which currently stands as:

	
	APCoAB Steering Committee
	APARIS Steering Committee

	1.
	Dr. Abd Shukor Abd. Rahman-Chairman
	Dr. Simon Hearn-Chairman

	2.
	Mr. Thierry Mennesson
	Dr. Abd Shukor Abd. Rahman

	3.
	Mr. Malcolm Hazelman 
	Dr. Patricio Faylon

	4.
	Dr. Randy A. Hautea
	Dr. Bhartendu Mishra

	5.
	Dr. R.S. Paroda 
	Dr. Ajit Maru

	6.
	Dr. Wais Kabir
	Dr. Malcolm Hazelman

	7.
	Dr. Mark Holderness
	Dr. Raj Paroda

	8.
	Dr. William D. Dar 
	Dr. S. Attaluri, APARIS Coordinator (Member Secretary) *

	9.
	Mr. Raju Barwale 

(Pvt. Sector Representative)
	

	10.
	Mr. Raul Montemayor 

(CSO Representative)
	*Dr Attaluri has joined APAARI Secretariat as APARIS Coordinator. Ms. Saini has since left APAARI. 

	11.
	Dr. J.L. Karihaloo, APCoAB Coordinator (Member Secretary)
	


· Detailed discussions were held on the decision towards paradigm shift in APAARI programme activities and it was decided to have a relook at the research prioritization and need assessment exercises as well as the Vision 2025 document. A strategy for “Way Forward” so as to take new initiatives in future was discussed. It was agreed to develop a policy paper to define renewed role of APAARI to continue serving NARS for strengthening agricultural research for development and impact, while being a more vibrant organization.

· Audited accounts for the year 2008 were presented, reviewed and approved unanimously. 

· In order to fill the position of APARIS Coordinator in Bangkok Office, which was advertized, a selection committee was constituted under the Chairmanship of Dr. Simon Hearn, Senior Advisor, ACIAR. The selection has since been made and Dr. S. Attaluri has joined as APARIS Coordinator at APAARI, Bangkok from July, 2009.
· Discussions were held on “Tsukuba Declaration on Climate Change” and its possible follow up. It was decided that this document be widely circulated and national systems be catalyzed to reorient their research agenda around adaptation and mitigation to climate change.

· Members expressed concern over the lack of clarity about the priorities, understanding and directions in which the change management process in the CGIAR was heading. They felt that there was a need to have effective involvement of stakeholders of APAARI, through GFAR in view of its expected revitalization and new responsibilities, especially for Global Conference on ARD (GCARD). 

· It was decided to strengthen inter-regional collaboration with other regional fora, AARINENA and CACAARI, with expected support from GFAR.
1.2
X APCoAB Steering Committee Meeting

The X Steering Committee (SC) Meeting of Asia-Pacific Consortium on Agricultural Biotechnology (APCoAB) was held on 30 January 2009 at Bangkok under the chairmanship of Dr. Abd. Shukor, Chairman, APAARI. The meeting was attended by eight other SC members/representatives and special invitees. Presentations on Action Taken Report, progress made during the period under report, audited accounts and budget 2009 were made, reviewed and approved.
The SC expressed satisfaction at the good progress made, appreciating in particular the efforts made towards organizing expert consultations and three training programs. The proposal of APCoAB to develop a regional project on Tissue Culture Business Platform in collaboration with FAO funding was welcomed. The decision of Executive Committee of APAARI to raise its annual core funding to APCoAB from current US$ 18,000 to US$ 28,000 effective 2009 was also appreciated.

1.3.
 Second Executive Committee Meeting

The second meeting of the APAARI Executive Committee was held on 26 October, 2009 at TARI, Taichung under the chairmanship of Dr. Abd Shukor bin Abd Rahman, Director General, MARDI, Malaysia. The Committee approved the minutes of the meeting held on 29 January, 2009 in Bangkok and reviewed the progress as per Work Plan for 2010. Following important decisions were taken: 

(a) 
The members were informed that effective 2009, all CGIAR Institutes, MARDI and PNG have increased their membership of APAARI. 

(b) 
The audited statement of accounts for the period of January to September, 2009, together with updated statement of Assets and Liabilities along with the Letter of Certification from the Auditor and the Siam Commercial Bank, were presented and unanimously approved. Also the budget for 2010 was approved.

(c)
The members were informed that APAARI Fixed Deposits have now reached an earlier set target of US$ 1.0 million. Members also discussed the possible ways for secured investments, for income generation. The idea received a favourable response and it was suggested to contact IRRI Director, Finance for suitable advice.

(d)
Members were pleased to note that APAARI, in collaboration with ADB, was developing a strategy for research leading to development of agriculture sector in the region. An e-consultation had already been organized successfully and the Face to Face meeting was to be held on 30-31 October, 2009 in Bangkok.
(e)
The Rural Development Administration (RDA), Republic of Korea has kindly agreed to host an Expert Consultation and the 11th GAM of APAARI in October, 2010. The theme of the Consultation would be on Sustainable Agriculture and Biodiversity. Dr. Woon-Goo Ha, Deputy Director, International Technical Cooperation Center (ITCC) briefed the members regarding various arrangements to host these events, including the meeting of CORRA.
(f)
Dr. Robert Zeigler, Director General, IRRI gave a brief presentation on mega program namely, Global Rice Science Partnership (GRiSP) for increasing and sustaining rice production for the benefit of resource poor farmers and consumers. It will have a 10 year strategic plan (2011-2020). He also informed that IRRI will organize a regional GRiSP consultation for Asia in mid-2010 and APAARI will be actively involved in the process.
1.4
XI APCoAB Steering Committee Meeting

The XI Steering Committee Meeting of APCoAB was held on 26 October, 2009 at Taiwan Agricultural Research Institute, Taichung. The meeting was chaired by Dr. Abd Shukor Abd Rahman, Chairman, APAARI and attended by eight members and special invitees, APCoAB. Coordinator presented the progress report. Audited accounts for the year 2009 (till September) and budget for 2010 were also presented and approved. Following program activities for 2010 were approved:   

(a) Policy Dialogue/Brainstorming/Public awareness on GM Technology for Increasing Agricultural Productivity in Asia

(b) Publication on Banana Tissue Culture and Bt Cotton in China 

(c) Three training courses on (i) “In vitro and Cryopreservation Techniques for Conservation of Plant Genetic Resources”, to be held at National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources, New Delhi, (ii) “Assisted reproductive technologies for livestock genetic improvement” in collaboration with COA and ILRI to be held in Taichung, and (iii) “Edible Mushroom Production for Asian Farmers and Entrepreneurs” in collaboration with COA to be held in Taichung.

(d) It was decided to pursue the pending regional project proposal on tissue culture platform with FAO RAP. 

1.5    VIII APARIS Steering Committee Meeting

The eighth meeting of the APARIS Steering Committee was held on 29 October, 2009 at FAO RAP, Bangkok. Dr. Simon Hearn, Chairman, Steering Committee in his opening address flagged the growing concern for food security, improving access to food by the hungry and challenges posed by climate change through on-going initiatives like CGIAR reforms, and mega programs that are crucial for agricultural development in Asia and the Pacific. 

Dr. S. Attaluri, APARIS Coordinator presented the progress of activities and proposed the work plan and budget for 2010. The Steering Committee decided following important activities: 

(a) 
Development of communication strategy for the Asia-Pacific region to serve better the NARS, Extension System and NGOs in reaching their respective target groups effectively. 

(b) 
Status Report on ICT/ICM in ARD in the Asia-Pacific, with the involvement of NINPs/NARS.

(c) 
Success Stories on ICT/ICM for disseminating the innovations through active involvement of NARS. 

(d) 
Capacity Building Programs for National Agricultural Information Systems (NAIS) to be organized in collaboration with GFAR, FAO and Asian Institute of Technology. 

(e) 
Renewal of website domain name www.apaari.org, server hosting and website maintenance, which will expire in April 2010 was approved.

(f) 
APARIS to become Asia-Pacific Nodal Point for GFAR’s Coherence in Information for Agricultural Research for Development (CIARD).
2. 
ORGANIZATION OF TRAINING PROGRAMS
2.1
Expert Consultation on Biopesticides and Biofertilizers for Sustainable Agriculture, 27-29 October 2009, Taiwan Agricultural Research Institute, Taichung.
This expert consultation was organized at Taiwan Agricultural Research Institute, Taichung under the APAARI-COA collaborative program on agricultural biotechnology. Seventy-two participants from 23 countries representing NARS, CG centres, other academic institutions, CSOs, private sector and farmer organizations attended. Group discussions were held on priorities for R&D, commercialization, policy regulation and regional cooperation for promotion of bio-inputs. The delegates expressed consensus that biopesticides and biofertilizers have an important role for sustainable agriculture, reducing thereby the cost of inputs, and in achieving Millennium Development Goals.

2.2 Face to Face Meeting for Expert Consultation on Agricultural Research for Development in the Asia-Pacific Region
APAARI had associated with the Global Forum on Agricultural Research (GFAR), in a process of global consultation to reprioritize the agendas for agricultural research for development through a consultation mechanism involving wide range of stakeholders. Asian Development Bank (ADB) provided needed funding support. The initiative helped in harmonizing the efforts of all stakeholders by having main focus on specific needs of small farmers. The consultation process was undertaken in two steps. First, an e-consultation (4-24 September, 2009) that involved about a thousand individuals associated with ARD. The second step was a multi-stakeholder Face to Face meeting held on 30-31 October, 2009 in Bangkok involving 75 ARD stakeholders from 17 countries and representing APAARI member NARS, CGIAR, IARCs, GFAR, ARIs, Universities, NGOs, Farmers and Farmers’ Organisations, private sector and donors organizations.An important outcome of the consultation was a joint “Bangkok Declaration” that reflects a collective thinking of all stakeholders who attended the meeting. 
2.3 Rapid Bioassay of Pesticide Residues (RBPR) in Fruits and Vegetables, 18-22 May 2009, TARI, Taichung.
The joint CoA-APAARI/APCoAB training programme (RBPR) in Fruits and Vegetables” was held at Taiwan Agricultural Research Institute, Taichung. Twenty five participants from different countries in the Asia-Pacific region attended, of which 10 were sponsored by APAARI. In pursuit of its main objective of strengthening institutional capacity on ARD, APAARI supported participation of as many as 23 participants from regional NARS during the period under report.
2.4
Eighth South Asia Network Meeting on Plant Genetic Resources (SANPGR), 3-5 November, 2009, National Bureau of Plant genetic Resources (NBPGR), New Delhi

The network meeting was jointly organized by Bioversity International, APAARI and the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR). SANPGR is a sub-regional network established with the aim of improving conservation and use of plant genetic resources through collaborative efforts amongst the member countries in South Asia. Twenty eight participants attended the meeting, which reviewed the status of conservation and use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture (PGRFA) in accordance with Global Plan of Action (GPA); implementation of Treaty and the standard material transfer agreement (SMTA). 

2.5
Training on “In Vitro and Cryopreservation Techniques for Conservation of Plant Genetic Resources”, 9-21 November, 2009, National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources, New Delhi

This training course was organized in collaboration with Bioversity International and ICAR. Eleven participants including four sponsored by APAARI (one each from PNG, Chinese Taipei, Thailand and Vietnam) attended the course covering aspects: overview of in vitro and cryopreservation in plant germplasm conservation; in vitro and cryopreservation techniques; molecular markers for genotype identification and genetic stability testing.

2.6
Workshop on ICM in Agricultural Research for Development (AR4D), 7-11 December, 2009, ICRISAT, Hyderabad, India

APAARI-GFAR-FAO-ICRISAT jointly organized a five day workshop on International Consultation on Agricultural Research for Development and Innovation: Addressing emerging challenges and exploiting opportunities through Information and Communication Technologies at ICRISAT, Hyderabad. APAARI nominated 14 senior information mangers from the member NARS in the region to participate in the workshop. A total of 53 participants from 25 countries and eight international organizations attended. Other events included CIARD Asia-Pacific Regional Consultation, ICM4ARD Inter-regional meeting and meeting of EGFAR Taskforce. 

3. 
PUBLICATIONS
Following publications have been brought out during the last one year. These have been widely circulated to all members and others, as per the mailing list. 
3.1
APAARI Bi-annual Newsletter (June and December, 2009 Issues) 

Two issues of APAARI Newsletter of December 2008 and June 2009 issues were published in time and circulated widely. Both issues are also posted on APAARI website.
3.2
Proceedings of Symposium on Global Climate Change: Imperatives for Agricultural Research in Asia-Pacific

This publication was brought out in February 2009 and was circulated widely. The proceedings were well received and appreciated by the stakeholders. In view of considerable demand, it was reprinted in March, 2009. The electronic version is also available on APAARI website. In view of considerable demand, it was also reprinted in March, 2009, including “Tsukuba Declaration”.
3.3
Proceedings of the Tenth General Assembly Meeting

A comprehensive report on the Proceedings of the 10th APAARI GAM held on 20th October 2008 at Tsukuba, Japan was published. Also a CD of the same was circulated among APAARI members. The report has also been posted on the website.

3.4
Flyer on Tsukuba Declaration

A flyer exclusively covering the “Tsukuba Declaration on Adapting Agriculture to Climate Change” was brought out and distributed in the region widely. This was well received by the policy makers and the scientists. The same is now being quoted widely and used. It has been reprinted in view of increased demand. 

3.5
Proceedings of the Expert Consultation on Agricultural Biotechnology for promoting Food Security in Developing Countries 

This publication covers the proceedings of an expert consultation held by APCoAB/APAARI in collaboration with the Malaysian Agricultural Research and Development Institute (MARDI) in Malaysia on 20-22 August, 2008.

3.6 
Taro Improvement and Development in Papua New Guinea- A Success Story

This success story published in August 2009 illustrates the efforts of NARI, PNG in collaboration with other national, regional and International partners in South Pacific on taro conservation and utilization. The publication has been mailed to all the APAARI members besides other regional organizations/ institutions where it can prove useful. It was recently released on 21st September, 2009 in Fiji during the meeting of Pacific Network on Plant Genetic Resources.
3.7
Bt Cotton in India- A Status Report (2nd Edition)

An status report on Bt Cotton in India, published earlier in 2006, has been updated and revised in view of recent successes and developments. This publication was released in Chinese Taipei on 27 October, 2009.
3.8
APAARI on CD-2009

As an annual exercise, all available documents/reports published, including success stories, have been updated and compiled in a CD form for wider distribution among stakeholders.

3.9 CD on Agricultural Bioitechnology Institutions of Asia-Pacific

APCoAB has compiled a database on agricultural biotechnology institutions existing in 36 countries of the Asia-Pacific region.  It includes detailed information on institution location, contact details, websites, areas of activity and focus areas of R&D in agricultural biotechnology.
4.
WEB-BASED INFORMATION DISSEMINATION

4.1
APAARI website (www.apaari.org) has been currently revised with a new user-friendly design and further improvements are in progress. The website is continuously updated with the latest information. To facilitate access to all scientific publications generated by members, required links are provided and all APAARI publications are uploaded on the website regularly. Also the publications and CD-ROMs are widely distributed to various research institutions and scientists in the region.

4.2 
As part of its continuing activity, APCoAB website (www.apcoab.org) provides regular updates on developments in agricultural biotechnology with specific reference to the Asia-Pacific countries. A revised database of agricultural biotechnology institutes of the Asia-Pacific region has been compiled and uploaded on the website. A CD-ROM on Agricultural Biotechnology Institutions of the Asia-Pacific region is under development. 

5. 
NEW MEMBERSHIP OF APAARI 

During last one year, eight new members, in different categories, joined APAARI, thus raising the membership to 48. CIAT (International Center for Tropical Agriculture) and SRIF (Sugar Research Institute of Fiji) joined APAARI as new Associate Members, whereas ARIA (Agriculture Research Institute of Afghanistan), BAU (Birsa Agricultural University), and IAUA (Indian Agricultural Universities Association), AAIDU (Allahabad Agricultural Institute– Deemed University) became new Affiliate Members. Also, SPC (Secretariat of the Pacific Community) and CACAARI (Central Asia and the Caucasus Association of Agricultural Research Institutions) have joined as Reciprocal Members effective 2009. FARA has also agreed, in principle, to become a reciprocal member, China, Indonesia and Mongolia have also been approached to become members of APAARI. Details of members, including new members, are given in Enclosure I. Recently, in PAPARGEN meeting organized in Nadi, Fiji, the Pacific Island countries namely Vanuatu, Tonga and Solomon Islands have been approached expressed desire to join APAARI.
Effective 2009, almost all CG Centers, MARDI and PNG have increased their annual contribution to APAARI. 

6. 
APAARI REPRESENTATION IN OTHER FORA
6.1
CGIAR Strategy and Results Framework and Mega Program Meeting 

APAARI was represented by Dr. Raul Montemayor, a member of Executive Committee of APAARI representing IFAP, in the meeting held at Bioversity International Headquarters, Rome from 17-20 February 2009. The objective of the workshop was to define in more detail the strategic objectives of the CGIAR following the decisions made in Maputo to proceed with the restructuring of the CGIAR and to clarify the concept of "mega programs" on which the restructured CGIAR would focus its efforts on. Also, GCARD will play a key role in defining the agenda of CGIAR with direct involvement of APAARI.

6.2 
ADB Workshop on Building Climate Resilience in the Asia-Pacific


This workshop was organized by ADB from 2-3 March 2009 at Bangkok to discuss the draft report on climate change prepared by IFPRI. Dr. Raj Paroda made a presentation on the “Imperatives of Global Climate Change for Agriculture Research in Asia-Pacific”, based on the outcomes of the Symposium on Climate Change organized jointly by APAARI and JIRCAS at Tsukuba, Japan in October 2008.

6.3
 29th FAO Regional Conference for Asia and the Pacific

The 29th FAO Regional Conference for Asia and the Pacific was held in Bangkok during 26-31 March 2009. As a Regional Organization, APAARI was invited and Mr. P.K. Saha, Liaison Officer attended the meeting.

6.4 
AARINENA Executive Committee Meeting and ICARDA Presentation Day

Dr. Raj Paroda was invited to attend the AARINENA Executive Committee Meeting and also ICARDA Presentation Day in the first week of May at Aleppo, Syria. 

6.5 
REC-SEA PGR Meeting

APAARI was represented by Dr. Patricio S. Faylon, Executive Director, PCARRD, Philippines in the REC-SEA PGR Meeting organized by Bioversity International at Los Banos, Philippines in May, 2009.
6.6 Meeting of the GlobalHort Board of Directors 
The 6th meeting of the Board of Directors of the Global Horticultural Initiative (GlobalHort) was held on 12-13 November 2009 in Bangkok. Dr J.L. Karihaloo, Coordinator, APCoAB was deputed by APAARI to represent GFAR in the meeting on the request of the latter. The meeting was attended by Prof. Norman Looney, Chairman and representatives of CIRAD, ICDF, CGIAR, IFAD, NEPAD, AVRDC, GFAR and HortCRSP. 
6.6
International Consultation on Agricultural Research for Development and Innovation: Addressing emerging challenges and exploiting opportunities through Information and Communication Technologies by APAARI-GFAR-FAO-ICRISAT, 7-11 December 2009, ICRISAT, Hyderabad, India

Dr Attaluri Srinivasacharyulu, APARIS Coordinator participated and presented the progress report of APARIS. He also attended the CIARD Asia-Pacific Regional Consultation, ICM4ARD Inter-regional meeting and meeting of EGFAR Taskforce.

7.
STRENGTHENING PARTNERSHIP
7.1 
EFARD-APAARI Collaboration
EFARD through CIRAD provided funds to APAARI for “SAG Food and Bioenergy Study” based on a project funded by European Commission. The following tasks will be performed under this study: 
(a)
Generate regional evidence on the impact of food to biofuel conversion in the Asia-Pacific region 
(b) 
Undertake policy and institutional mapping to better understand the food and bioenergy interphase; and 
(c) 
Undertake required component report revisions for a smoother integration of regional reports.
7.2
IFAP-APAARI Partnership

Joint efforts between IFAP and APAARI are making progress. IFAP has decided to sponsor 10 farmers from the region for participation in the “Expert Consultation on Biopesticides and Biofertilizers” to be held in Chinese Taipei from 27-29 October 2009. CoA and APAARI agreed to provide logistic support for participation in the meeting and also the field day.
7.3
NAARAP-APAARI Initiative

APAARI facilitated a meeting of NAARAP in Bangkok on 31 October, 2009 under the Chairmanship of Fr. Francis Lucas. APAARI and GFAR were represented by Dr Raj Paroda and Dr Ajit Maru, respectively. The key decisions taken were: (i) creation of interim Executive Committee, (ii) approval for the preparation of NAARAP Charter and Road Map, and (iii) use of ICT for information exchange and to promote association of different groups. Members agreed that the Committee shall be composed of sub-regional focal points and a member of the resource generation committee. APAARI was requested to extend initial funding support to NAARAP during 2010.

8. 
OTHER ACTIVITIES 

8.1
Crops for the Future Meeting, 21-22 September
The meeting on Crops for the Future was jointly organized by APAARI, SPC, Bioversity International and ICUC from 21-22 September 2009 at Nadi, Fiji. Main aim of the meeting was to decide research priorities and strategy to strengthen research partnership among Pacific countries on under utilized crops. The meeting was well attended with representation from the sub-regional NARS, CG Centres, SPC, ADB, etc. The proceedings of the meeting would soon be published. 
8.2
Expert Consultation on Biopesticides and Biofertilizers
As per the decision taken during the GAM held on 20th October, 2009, the “Expert Consultation on Biopesticides and Biofertilizers” was held from 27-29 October, 2009 in Chinese Taipei. CoA provided logistical support to 10 NARS leaders towards their participation and hosted the event in Taichung. It was co-sponosored by GFAR and AVRDC.
8.3
South Asian Network on Plant Genetic Resources (SAGPGR
The eighth meeting of South Asia Network on Plant Genetic Resources (SANPGR) was held at the National Bureau of Plant genetic Resources (NBPGR), New Delhi on 3-5 November, 2009. The event was jointly organized by Bioversity International, APAARI and the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR). SANPGR is a sub-regional network established with the aim of improving conservation and use of plant genetic resources through collaborative efforts amongst the member countries in the South Asia region.  Twenty-eight participants representing SANPGR member countries and international and regional fora attended the meeting which reviewed the status of conservation and use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture (PGRFA) following Global Plan of Action (GPA); implementation of Treaty in their respective countries and its impact in the context of developing standard material transfer agreement (SMTA) at the sub-regional basis; and also to review the activities supported by the Global Crop Diversity Trust (GCDT) in the region.
8.4
APAARI-ADB-GFAR Regional Consultation on Agricultural Research for Development
Asian Development Bank (ADB) has decided to conduct a regional consultation to identify the priority agriculture and natural resource research (ANRR) agenda for the Asia-Pacific. ADB has observed that guidance on the priority and direction of ANRR agenda in the Asia-Pacific will be crucial in view of the fact that the Region is a major global supplier and consumer of food and agri-based products and is also home to world’s extreme poor and vulnerable groups- the most insecure among the income group echelons. 
Recognizing the important role of APAARI as a neutral the regional research forum, having engagement of a wide range of stakeholders, ADB has approached us to build on existing priorities established through forum’s previous work and to focus on how these are best turned into practice- what sort of partnerships, institutions and capacities are required to help research turn into development impacts. In this initiative, APAARI helped the ADB in identifying the suitable consultants to prepare the reports on three sub-regions (South Asia, South East Asia and PRC, and Pacific) and one regional report on agricultural priority research agenda. In the first step of the process, an e-consultation was initiated on 4 September, 2009 specifically for South Asia, South-East Asia and the Pacific sub-regions involving multi-stakeholder groups. A set of key issues (main drivers of change), challenges currently being faced and possible options for development impacts was attempted by a team of consultants. In this effort, APAARI also identified large number of experts in and outside of the region, who could provide meaningful suggestions for ARD in the region. The e-consultation received an overwhelming response from the various stakeholder groups that were involved in this exercise. The consultation formally concluded on 24th September, 2009. 

The consultants have used various inputs to prepare their sub-regional and regional reports in assessing the current ARD priorities in ANRR in Asia and the Pacific- its gaps,  challenges, and new areas for future research; develops the conceptual framework for ANRR agenda-setting in an agro-ecologically heterogeneous and socio-economically-politically-culturally diverse region; and outlines the future ANRR needs (whether in the form of research, development  and/or policy) to address the challenges, gaps, and new areas. A Face to Face Meeting was orgnised on 30-31 October, 2009 at Bangkok, Thailand. Please see item no. 2.2 for details on the Face to Face Meeting.
9.
FINANCE

The members have invariably paid their contribution for the year 2009. The present level of APAARI savings has exceeded one million USD target recently. It is indeed a landmark achieved mainly through the membership contributions, which is duly acknowledged.
EPILOGUE 
As is evident from this report, the APAARI activities are being vigorously pursued and their scope is being widened. Even with an expanding programme, the financial resources of APAARI remain quite stable. This has been possible mainly due to trust, cooperation, support and encouragement provided by our esteemed members and stakeholders, which is duly acknowledged.
*******








Enclosure-I
LIST OF APAARI MEMBERS
MEMBERS

· ACIAR-Australian Center for International Agricultural Research (Australia)

· AREO-Agricultural Research and Education Organization (Iran)

· BAR-Bureau of Agricultural Research (Philippines)

· BARC-Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council (Bangladesh)

· CARP-Council for Agricultural Research Policy (Sri Lanka)

· CoA-Council of Agriculture (Chinese Taipei)

· DOA-Department of Agriculture (Thailand)

· IAC-Institut Agronomique Neo-Caledonien (New Caledonia)

· ICAR-Indian Council of Agricultural Research (India)

· JIRCAS-Japan International Research Center for Agricultural Sciences (Japan)

· MAFF- Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fishery (Fiji)

· MARD-Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (Vietnam)

· MARDI-Malaysian Agricultural Research and Development Institute (Malaysia)

· MCFF-Ministry of Commerce, Forests and Fisheries (Samoa)

· NARC-Nepal Agricultural Research Council (Nepal)

· NARI-National Agricultural Research Institute (Papua New Guinea)

· PARC-Pakistan Agricultural Research Council (Pakistan)

· PCARRD-Philippine Council for Agriculture, Forestry and Natural Resources Research and Development (Philippines)

· RDA-Rural Development Administration (Republic of Korea)

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

· AVRDC-World Vegetable Center (Chinese Taipei)

· Bioversity International (Italy)

· CIAT-International Center for Tropical Agriculture (Colombia)

· CIMMYT-International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center (Mexico)

· ICARDA-International Center for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas (Syria)

· ICBA-International Center for Biosaline Agriculture (United Arab Emirates)

· ICRAF-International Center for Research in Agroforestry (Kenya)

· ICRISAT-International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (India)

· IFAP-International Federation of Agricultural Producers (France)

· IFPRI-International Food Policy Research Institute (U.S.A.)

· ILRI-International Livestock Research Institute (Kenya)

· IRRI-International Rice Research Institute (Philippines)
· IWMI-International Water Management Institute (Sri Lanka)

· NTU- National Taiwan University (Chinese Taipei)
· PNG UniTech - Papua New Guinea University of Technology (Papua New Guinea)
· SAARC-South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (Bangladesh)
· SRIF-Sugar Research Institute of Fiji (Fiji)
· The World Fish Center (Malaysia)
AFFILIATE MEMBERS
· ARIA – Agricultural Research Institute of Afghanistan (Afghanistan)

· BAU – Birsa Agricultural University (India)

· IAUA – Indian Agricultural Universities Association (India)

· AAI DU– Allahabad Agricultural Institute- Deemed University (India)

RECIPROCAL MEMBERS

· AARINENA-Association of Agricultural Research Institutions in the Near East and North Africa (Jordan)

· AIT-Asian Institute of Technology (Thailand)

· APAFRI-Asia-Pacific Association for Forestry Research Institutions (Malaysia)

· CACAARI - Central Asia and the Caucasus Association of Agricultural Research Institution (Tajikistan)
· APSA-The Asia and Pacific Seed Association (Thailand)

· NACA-Network of Aquaculture Centers in Asia-Pacific (Thailand)

· SPC - Secretariat of the Pacific Community (Fiji)

A REPORT ON APAARI ACTIVITIES

(2010)

Raj Paroda

Executive Secretary

ACHIEVEMENTS

In continuation with past practice of regularly apprising APAARI members about the activities of the organization, we report here the main achievements during 2010. These activities are along major thrust areas approved in APAARI work plan, as also in areas of biotechnology and ICT, as finalised by their respective steering committees. A brief account of the major accomplishments and progress of activities during January-October 2010 is presented below:

1.
MEETINGS
1.1
Third Executive Committee Meeting

The third meeting of the APAARI Executive Committee for 2009-2010 was held on 24 April 2010 at the National Agricultural Science Complex (NASC), Pusa, New Delhi, India. It was hosted by the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR). Dr Abd Shukor bin Abd. Rahman, Chairman of the Executive Committee presided over the meeting. The meeting was attended by six members of the Committee and other invitees.

In his opening address, Dr Abd Shukor appreciated the progress made by APAARI and commended the pivotal role of APAARI team in the GCARD conference held in March 2010 in France. He expressed concern about least developing countries in the region where the ARD efforts still fall far short of the desired level. He felt that APAARI needs to explore opportunities for a collective endeavour of its members for donor support to ARD in the Asia-Pacific region. 

In the introductory remarks, Dr. S. Ayyappan was impressed with the progress made by APAARI and conveyed willingness to host an Expert Consultation in near future on Transboundary Pests and Diseases in India. Dr. Raghunath Ghodake, Director General of NARI, Papua New Guinea shared his experience of Workshop on Fast Growing Economies’ Role in Global Agricultural Research for Development held by the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences (CAAS) and the Global Forum on Agricultural Research (GFAR) in Beijing from 8-10 February, 2010. Dr. Robert Zeigler, Director General, IRRI assured to facilitate participation of APAARI in the ASEAN Forum. Mr. Raul Montemayor, IFAP assured collaboration between IFAP (Asia) and APAARI. Mr. Raju Barwale of Mahyco Seed Company desired more collaboration and involvement of private sector in future activities and offered funding support for the publication on Bt Brinjal by APCoAB.

The Committee approved the proceedings of the last Executive Committee Meeting held on 26 October, 2009 in Taichung, Chinese Taipei. Dr. Raj Paroda briefed the members on the action taken and the progress of activities. It was noted that the Rural Development Administration (RDA), the Republic of Korea has confirmed the hosting of "International Symposium on Sustainable Agricultural Development and Use of Agrobiodiversity in the Asia-Pacific Region" and the APAARI biennial 11th General Assembly Meeting from 12-15 October, 2010. 
The Committee reviewed and approved the APAARI work plan and budget for 2010. It also approved the audited accounts of APAARI for the period January-December, 2009. The Committee approved publication of success stories on: Short Duration Mungbean in Asia from AVRDC, Value Addition and PHM in Rice for Enhanced Income from IRRI and Banana Production in India and Philippines from ICAR and PCARRD, respectively.

Regarding investment of APAARI savings funds, the Committee requested Dr. Raghunath Ghodake, Dr. Robert Zeigler and Mr. Raju Barwale to suggest the fund management strategy for APAARI.

Dr. Raj Paroda briefed on the outcome of GCARD 2010, where APAARI had made a presentation on “Reorienting Agricultural Research for Development in Asia-Pacific: The Way Ahead”, which was well received.

Dr. Robert Zeigler presented an update on Global Rice Science Partnership (GRiSP) Mega Program on increasing and sustaining rice production for the benefit of the poor producers and consumers. It was proposed to organize the regional GRiSP Consultation for Asia in partnership with APAARI stakeholders while developing the full project proposal. The members agreed to endorse GRiSP and also other Mega Programs being developed by other CG centers.
1.2
XII APCoAB Steering Committee Meeting
The XII Steering Committee Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Consortium on Agricultural Biotechnology (APCoAB) was held on 24 April, 2010 at the National Agricultural Science Centre Complex, New Delhi. It was chaired by Dr. Abd Shukor Abd Rahman, Chairman, APAARI and attended by nine other members/ representatives and special invitees. Dr. Raj Paroda, Executive Secretary, APAARI welcomed the participants and expressed his appreciation of the support received from FAO, ICRISAT, COA and ACIAR in sustaining the consortium. The Chairman lauded the achievements of APCoAB and the recognition it has earned in such a short span. Dr. J.L. Karihaloo, Coordinator, APCoAB presented the action taken report. Audited accounts for 2009 and budget for 2010 were presented and approved. The following work plan for 2010 was approved:

· Expert Consultation on “Post Harvest Technology and Value Addition of Horticultural Produce” to be held at MARDI, Malaysia in December, 2010.

· APCoAB SC meeting to be held along with International Symposium on Sustainable Agricultural Development and Use of Agrobiodiversity in the Asia-Pacific Region in Korea in October, 2010.

· Training Program on “Edible Mushroom Production for Asian Farmers and Entrepreneurs” in collaboration with COA to be held at TARI, Taichung, 21-27 November, 2010.

· Training Program on “In vitro and cryopreservation techniques for conservation of Plant Genetic Resources”, to be held at NBPGR, New Delhi, 15-27 November, 2010.

· Training Program on “Assisted reproductive technologies for livestock genetic improvement” in collaboration with COA and ILRI to be held at Livestock Research Institute, Chinese Taipei.

· Publication of success stories on Banana Tissue Culture in India and Banana Tissue Culture in the Philippines.
1.3
IX APARIS Steering Committee Meeting

The IX Meeting of the APARIS Steering Committee was held on 16 September, 2010 at the Asian Institute of Technology, Bangkok, Thailand under the chairmanship of Dr Simon Hearn, Chair of APARIS Steering Committee and attended by six members and special invitees. . Dr. Raj Paroda, Executive Secretary, APAARI welcomed the participants and expressed his appreciation of the support received from ACIAR, FAO, GFAR and AIT for the APARIS program. Dr Attaluri. S, APARIS Coordinator presented the action taken report and presented the APAARI Communication Strategy along with work plan for the year 2011. The following work plan and budget for 2011 was approved:

· Success Stories on Agricultural Information and Learning Systems in the Asia-Pacific Region
· Workshop on ‘New Dimensions in Information and Communication Management for Agricultural Research for Development’ for National Agricultural Research and Extension Systems. (to be co-organised with partners like FAO, GFAR and other interested Organisations)

· Implementation of APAARI Communication Strategy as per the suggestions

· Development of databases on ARD Experts and ARD Projects

· APAARI on CD-2011

· APAARI Newsletter (2 issues)

· Success Stories on Innovations in Agricultural Research, Extension and Marketing Systems in Asia and the Pacific.

· Collaboration with regional / sub-regional fora, ARD Networks and partnerships with other regional and global initiatives in the Asia-Pacific region such as SAARC, SEARCA, SPC etc.

· Supporting and catalyzing the Coherence in Information for Agricultural Research for Development (CIARD) initiative in the Asia-Pacific region with the support of GFAR.
2.
ORGANISATION OF EXPERT CONSULTATIONS/WORKSHOPS/ TRAINING PROGRAMS

2.1
Policy Forum on Agriculture and Food Security in Asia in the Context of Food and Financial Crisis: Impact, Implications, Responses and Policy Lessons, 23-24 February, 2010, FAO RAP, Bangkok, Thailand

APAARI-FAORAP jointly organized a Workshop on Food and Financial Crisis in Asia under a Letter of Agreement (LoA) with FAORAP. A total of 16 participants including four officials of FAORAP attended the workshop. Draft country studies covering 12 countries in Asia and the Pacific were discussed. Proceedings of the meeting are awaited.

2.2 
Implementation Workshop on Measuring and Analyzing Agricultural R&D Investment and Capacity Trends in South Asia on 29-30 April, 2010 in Bangkok, Thailand.
APAARI and International Food Policy Research Institute/Agricultural Science and Technology Indicators (IFPRI/ASTI) jointly organized the workshop to initiate the ASTI Project on Measuring and Analyzing Agricultural R&D Investment and Capacity Trends in South Asia supported by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. This project aims to begin a new survey round to update and improve the investment and capacity data for Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka that were collected during 2003-05. The workshop was attended by the representatives of Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council (BARC), Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR), Nepal Agricultural Research Council (NARC), Pakistan Agricultural Research Council (PARC), and the Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy (SLCARP). Representatives made presentations on recent institutional developments in their national agricultural research systems and discussed on quantitative information needs, data collection procedures, and further analytical opportunities.
2.3
Workshop on ‘National Agricultural Research Information Systems in the Asia-Pacific Region’ on 14-16 September, 2010, Asian Institute of Technology, Bangkok, Thailand

APAARI, FAO RAP, GFAR and AIT jointly organized the workshop for the senior Information and Communication Managers of National Agricultural Research Information Systems in the region. The workshop was aimed to identify mechanisms to strengthen the APARIS, orient participants to the Coherence in Information for Agricultural Research for Development (CIARD) and share opportunities of new ICT/ICM for AR4D. Twenty one participants representing 17 countries in the Asia-Pacific region participated in the workshop and presented country status report on ICT/ICM in AR4D. About 15 resource persons from APAARI, ACIAR, FAO, GFAR, AIT and Kesetsart University provided their inputs in the workshop. 

During the workshop, APAARI Communication Strategy was presented and enough opportunity was provided to all the participants to offer suggestions. Participants provided valuable input and at the end endorsed the APAARI Communication Strategy in principle. A hands-on technical training on AgrDrupal was also organized jointly by FAO-GFAR-APAARI on 16-17 September, 2010 for about ten participants who opted for it.
3.
PUBLICATIONS

The following publications have been brought out during last six months. The publications, including CDs, were mailed to all members and other stakeholders as per mailing list.

3.1
APAARI Newsletter (bi-annual: June & December)

APAARI Newsletter, December 2009 and June 2010 issues were published in time and circulated widely. These are also posted on APAARI website. All members have been requested to send their inputs concerning main highlights of achievements.
3.2
Highlights from Millions Fed: Proven Successes in Agricultural Development (Hindi) by IFPRI, APAARI and TAAS

A publication on 20 success stories globally was brought out by IFPRI. At the request of Director General, IFPRI, APAARI and TAAS facilitated its Hindi translation and same was launched in an impressive gathering on 19 January, 2010 at Habitat Centre, New Delhi. Same is also posted on APAARI website.

3.3
Proceedings of the Expert Consultation on Biopesticides and Biofertilizers for Sustainable Agriculture

This publication is based on the APAARI-COA meeting on Biopesticides and Biofertilizers for Sustainable Agriculture held on 27-29 October 2009 at Taiwan Agricultural Research Institute (TARI), Chinese Taipei. Same has been distributed to all those on APAARI mailing list and also posted on our website.
3.4
Proceedings of the Expert Consultation on Agricultural Research for Development in Asia and the Pacific-the Way Ahead

This publication was brought out in March 2010 covering the proceedings of the Expert Consultation on Agricultural Research for Development in Asia and the Pacific-the Way Ahead organized on 30-31 October, 2009 by APAARI-Asian Development Bank (ADB) and Global Forum on Agricultural Research (GFAR) as part of the Global Conference on Agricultural Research for Development (GCARD) process. The proceedings contain reports of sessions, outcomes, executive summaries of e-consultation, sub-regional reports, regional report and Bangkok Declaration. It is also posted on APAARI website and was distributed along with CD during GCARD 2010 in Montpellier, France.

3.5
Bangkok Declaration

A flyer on “Bangkok Declaration on Reorienting Agricultural Research for Development in Asia-Pacific Region” was published in February 2010 which reflects collective thinking of all stakeholders from the region, who had attended the face to face meeting held on 30-31 October 2009 in Bangkok. It has been widely distributed and also posted on APAARI website.

3.6
CD Publication on GCARD Reports

A CD was brought out in March 2010. It contains all the documents of GCARD process in Asia an the Pacific region including full text of summary of e-Consultation, South Asia Sub-regional Report, Southeast Asia Sub-regional Report, Pacific Sub-regional Reports, Regional Report on Agricultural Research for Development in the Asia-Pacific, Proceedings of the Face to Face Meeting on Agricultural Research for Development in Asia and the Pacific-the Way Ahead and the Bangkok Declaration. All these reports are also posted on APAARI website.

3.7
Flyer on APPARI

An informative flyer on APAARI was published in February 2010 giving vision and mission of APAARI, updated information and activities of APAARI, list of important publications, success stories, and a list of current APAARI Members etc., for wider distribution.
3.8
APAARI on CD-2010
As an annual exercise, all available documents/reports published, including success stories, have been updated and compiled in a CD form for wider distribution among stakeholders.

4.
WEB-BASED INFORMATION DISSEMINATION

4.1
APAARI website (www.apaari.org) is being continuously updated with latest information. It provides links to APAARI Member Institutions, ARD Networks and covers all publications brought out by APAARI. 

4.2
APCoAB website (www.apcoab.org) provides information on APCoAB programs and latest developments in agricultural biotechnology in the Asia-Pacific region. The development of a new website with user-friendly navigation and latest information is in progress. 

5.
APAARI REPRESENTATION IN OTHER FORA

5.1
International Conference on Food Security and Climate Change in Dry Areas by ICRADA, 1-4 February, 2010, Amman, Jordan.

Dr. Abd Shukor Abd Rahman, Chairman, APAARI and Dr Raj Paroda, Executive Secretary attended the Conference organized by ICARDA in Amman, Jordan. Dr. Raj Paroda made a keynote presentation on “Addressing the Concerns of Climate Change and Food Security in the Asia-Pacific Region”, which was well received.

5.2
International Workshop on Fast Growing Economies’ Role in Global Agricultural Research for Development, 8-10 February, 2010, Beijing, Peoples Republic of China

Dr Raghunath Ghodake, Director General, NARI and Member of the Executive Committee represented APAARI and made presentation on ‘Agricultural Research for Development in the Asia-Pacific Region: Status, Needs and Mechanisms for Collaboration and Partnerships’.

5.3
FAO International Technical Conference on “Agricultural Biotechnologies in Developing Countries: Options and Opportunities in Crops, Forestry, Livestock, Fisheries and Agro-industry to face the Challenges of Food Insecurity and Climate Change” (ABDC-10), 1-4 March 2010, Guadalajara, Mexico.

APAARI was invited to convene a special session on Asia-Pacific region in this conference. Dr J.L. Karihaloo, APCoAB Coordinator represented APAARI and organized this session comprising two introductory presentations, discussion and finalization of recommendations. He made a presentation on “Harnessing Biotechnology for Food Security in the Asia-Pacific Region”.

5.4
Sixth Coordination Meeting of Convention on Biological Diversity CBD on Biosafety Capacity Building, 1-3 February, 2010, Siem Reap, Cambodia.

Dr J.L. Karihaloo, APCoAB Coordinator represented APAARI and apprised the participants regarding ongoing and planned biosafety capacity-building activities of APCoAB. He also briefed the participants regarding their collaboration with APAARI biotechnology programs.
5.5
Participation in Mega Program Planning Meeting of CGIAR Centres

APAARI has actively participated in the CGIAR Mega Program initiation. A letter of endorsement for CGIAR change process was sent on behalf of Executive Committee to Dr. Carlos Perez del Castillo, Chair of Consortium Board (Enclosure I). In the process, APAARI has actively participated in development of Mega Programs by IRRI, ICRISAT, ICARDA, IFPRI, ILRI and World Fish Center ensuring that these programs involve actively the NARS and CSOs from the region.
6.
RECOGNITION IN GLOBAL ORGANIZATIONS

Dr Raj Paroda, Executive Secretary has been elected as a member of the High Level Task Force (HTLF) by the General Council of World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) for suggesting a Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS).

Dr Raghunath Ghodake, Director General, NARI and APAARI Executive Committee member has recently been appointed as a member of the CGIAR Fund Council representing the developing country NARS of the Pacific countries.

7.
STRENGTHENING PARTNERSHIPS

7.1
AIT-APAARI Collaboration

APAARI signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Asian Institute of Technology (AIT), Bangkok, Thailand on 12 February, 2010. Under the MoU, both APAARI and AIT Extension would join hands to work for strengthening APARIS programs, undertake collaborative projects and organise training programs that foster use of ICT/ICM for AR4D in the region.

7.2
FAO RAP-APAARI Collaboration

APAARI signed a Letter of Agreement (LoA) with FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific Region (FAO RAP) to undertake development of five success stories on ICT/ICM in AR4D in the Asia-Pacific and organize a three-day joint workshop on ICM for National Agricultural Information Systems (NAIS) in 2010. APAARI also signed a LoA with FAO RAP to jointly organize a Regional Workshop on Food and Financial Crisis in Asia, which was held on 23-24 February, 2010 at FAO RAP, Bangkok, Thailand.

7.3
IFPRI/ASTI-APAARI Collaboration

In collaboration with APAARI, the ASTI program of IFPRI is initiating a new survey round to update and improve the investment as well as capacity data for five South Asian countries viz., Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. To begin with, a two-day implementation workshop is proposed on 29-30 April, 2010 in Bangkok for stakeholders to discuss institutional developments in South Asia, quantitative information needs, data collection procedures, and to explore further analytical opportunities.
7.4
GFAR-APAARI Partnership
APAARI signed a Letter of Agreement (LoA) with Global Forum on Agricultural Research (GFAR) in September, 2010 to oraganise jointly i) International Symposium on Sustainable Agricultural Development and use of Agrobiodiversity in the Asia-Pacific Region during 13-15 October, 2010 in Suwon, Republic of Korea and ii) Workshop on ICT/ICM for National Agricultural Research Information Systems in the Asia-Pacific Region for Information Managers of NAIS during 14-16 September, 2010 at the Asian Institute of Technology, Bangkok.

7.5 ERA-ARD and APAARI Study

A study on food security and bioenergy was conduced in Asia in partnership with ERA-ARD with emphasis on South-East Asia and south Asia. The report revealed that currently food security in not being compromised due to increasing emphasis on biofuels and bioenergy. Report is available on APAARI website (www.apaari.org)

7.6
NAARAP – APAARI Partnership

APAARI has been working closely with NAARAP to strengthen NGO Association for AR4D in the Asia-Pacific. A project for funding was submitted to GFAR and NAARAP has planned to develop its own Charter. It also now has its own Executive Committee that was formed last year in Bangkok.

8. OTHER ACTIVITIES
8.1
GCARD 2010

The first Global Conference on Agricultural Research for Development (GCARD) was held during 28-31 March, 2010 in Montpellier, France by the Global Forum on Agricultural Research (GFAR) and other partners with a huge participation of more than 900 delegates representing national agricultural institutions, governments, international organizations, CG institutions, regional fora, donor agencies, banks, NGOs, farmers’ representatives, private sector etc., from all over the world.
APAARI, as a regional forum, has been actively associated with GFAR in facilitating the GCARD process in the Asia-Pacific region in collaboration with the Asian Development Bank (ADB) by involving all stakeholders of ARD in the region. It has played a catalytic role in facilitating the GCARD process in the Asia-Pacific region which includes coordination of e-consultation on agricultural research for development involving more than 300 participants; preparation of 3 sub-regional reports (by consultants Dr. Mruthyunjaya and Dr. P. Kumar for South Asia; Dr. David Raitzer et al., for Southeast Asia; and Dr. Alan Quartermain for the Pacific) and preparation of Regional Report on Agricultural Research for Development in the Asia-Pacific (by the lead consultant Dr. R.B. Singh). It successfully organized Face to Face meeting during 30-31 October, 2009 involving 75 ARD stakeholders from 17 countries and representing APAARI member NARS, CGIAR, IARCs, GFAR, ARIs, Universities, NGOs, Farmers and Farmers’ Organisations, private sector and donors organizations. An important outcome of the regional meeting was a joint Bangkok Declaration that reflects the collective thinking of stakeholders from the region.
At the GCARD Conference, Dr. Raj Paroda, Executive Secretary, APAARI made presentation on “Reorienting Agricultural Research for Development in Asia-Pacific: The Way Ahead” focusing on issues that emerged from the consultations made at the regional level, which was well received and appreciated.
He emphasized that accelerated science and innovation-based agricultural growth must be inclusive and it must address the needs and aspirations of resource poor small holder farmers of the Asia-Pacific region. Highlights of his presentation are as follows:
· The main feedback from e-consultation included: AR4D to focus on the development needs of resource-poor small holders, it should be demand driven and address poverty, hunger and concerns of poor producers and consumers, address nutritional security especially of women and children, and maximize out-scaling of innovations through effective TOT and new partnerships involving key stakeholders especially Civil Society Organisations).

· The key messages from the Asia-Pacific region included: re-orientation of AR4D agenda with small farm holders, poor producers, poor consumers as clients; use of ecosystem framework with focus on natural resources management especially land and water; give priority to climate change with emphasis on both adaptation and mitigation; and pursue holistic food supply chain approach. It should also focus on cross cutting areas like human resources development, socio-economic and policy research, and promoting partnership. It should adopt a twin-pillar strategy consisting of germplasm improvement and biotechnology and NRM to promote holistic farming systems approach.

· The AR4D agenda is stated in terms of increasing productivity, improving value chain and increased resilience. For increasing productivity which appeared to be a specific target by the 3 sub-regions the areas of food staples, diversified crops and livestock need special attention. Similarly, for value chain improvement, weak links in the chain are identified as infrastructure and networks/ partnerships. To increase resilience against climate changes and economic shocks, strategy/activities have been identified for each one of 3 sub-regions.

· The emphasis should be not business as usual; focus on innovation partnerships and networking with particular reference to outscaling of innovations in a participatory mode, and linkage of farmers to markets through value chain development and innovative institutions like Farmers’ Self Help Groups, producer companies, cooperatives etc.

· The success stories should be effectively used to spread technology to wider areas as in the case of hybrid rice in China, single cross and QPM hybrids of maize in India, Bt cotton in India, and conservation agriculture in the Indo-Gangetic Plains.

· To further promote AR4D, aggressive advocacy for increased AR4D funding of at least 1% of AgGDP by all developing countries has been advocated. For donor support, South Asia and the Pacific Island countries should receive immediate attention, whereas donor perception needs change for addressing the needs identified by regional fora, and stakeholders should be involved in research planning, implementation and monitoring. The new focus suggested will contribute to achieve in particular the MDGs 1, 7 and 8.
· It was concluded that agricultural development in Asia-Pacific will liberate the region from hunger, malnutrition and poverty and bridge the widening income divide between farmers and non farmers. But the new challenges can be effectively addressed if we partner with new commitments to upscale and outscale innovations. 
Dr. Raj Paroda also made a Statement on behalf of all Regional Fora on Emerging Role of Fast Growing Economies (BRIC) in Global Research for Development. APAARI also distributed the proceedings of the Face to Face meeting, Bangkok Declaration and a CD of publications comprising all reports related to GCARD process in the Asia-Pacific region among the participants of GCARD Conference held on 28-31 March, 2010 in Montpellier, France.
9.
NEW MEMBERSHIP OF APAARI

During 2010, four new members namely Northern Marianas College– Cooperative Research, Extension and Education Service (CREES), Northern Mariana Islands, University Putra Malaysia, Malaysia, Navsari Agricultural University (NAU), India, Sardar Dantiwada Agricultural University (SDAU), India, Anand Agricultural University (AAU), India and Council for RNR Research of Bhutan (CoRRB), Bhutan have joined APAARI as Affiliate and Associate Members, respectively. The list of APAARI Members is provided in Enclosure II. Efforts are on to enroll more new members, especially Chinese Taipei, Indonesia, Myanmar, Lao PDR, Cambodia etc. to join APAARI.

10.
FUTURE EVENTS

1. The XI General Assembly meeting of APAARI will be held on 12th October 2010 in Suwon, being hosted by the Rural Development Authority (RDA), Republic of Korea.

2. International Symposium on Sustainable Agricultural Development and use of Agrobiodiversity in the Asia-Pacific Region to be held on 13-15 October 2010 jointly by APAARI-Rural Development Authority-Bioversity International-GFAR at Suwan, Republic of Korea.
3. Training program on “Edible Mushroom Production for Asian Farmers and Entrepreneurs” will be held on 21-27 November, 2010 at TARI, Taichung in collaboration with COA, Chinese Taipei.

4. An Expert Consultation on Post Harvest Technology and Value Addition of Horticultural Produce to be held on 26-28 October, 2010 at MARDI, Malaysia. This is being hosted by MARDI.

5. Training program on “In vitro and Cryopreservation Techniques for Conservation of Plant Genetic Resources”, will be held on 15-27 November, 2010 at the National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources, New Delhi.
6. Training program on “Assisted Reproductive Technologies for Livestock Genetic Improvement” will be held on 24-29, October, 2010 in collaboration with COA, Chinese Taipei and ILRI at the Livestock Research Institute (LRI), Taichung.
EPILOGUE

As is evident from this report, the APAARI activities are being vigorously pursued and their scope is being widened. Even with an expanding program, the financial resources of APAARI remain table. This has been possible mainly due to trust, cooperation, support and encouragement provided by all our esteemed members and stakeholders, which is duly acknowledged.

******





Enclosure-II
LIST OF APAARI MEMBERS

Regular Members (20)

· ACIAR - Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (Australia) 

· AREO - Agricultural Research and Education Organization (Iran) 

· BAR - Bureau of Agricultural Research (Philippines) 

· BARC - Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council (Bangladesh) 

· CARP - Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy (Sri Lanka) 

· COA - Council of Agriculture (Chinese Taipei) 

· CoRRB - Council for RNR Research of Bhutan (Bhutan)

· DOA - Department of Agriculture (Thailand) 

· IAC - Institut Agronomique neo-Caledonien (New Caledonia) 

· ICAR - Indian Council of Agricultural Research (India) 

· JIRCAS - Japan International Research Center for Agricultural Sciences (Japan) 

· MAFF - Koronivia Research Station, Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forest (Fiji) 

· MARD - Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (Vietnam) 

· MARDI - Malaysian Agricultural Research and Development Institute (Malaysia) 

· MCFF - Ministry of Commerce, Forests and Fisheries (Samoa) 

· NARC - Nepal Agricultural Research Council (Nepal) 

· NARI - National Agricultural Research Institute (Papua New Guinea) 

· PARC - Pakistan Agricultural Research Council (Pakistan) 

· PCARRD - Philippine Council for Agriculture, Forestry, and Natural Resources Research and Development (Philippines) 

· RDA - Rural Development Administration (Republic of Korea) 

Associate Members (17)

· AVRDC - World Vegetable Center (Chinese Taipei) 

· Bioversity International (Italy) 

· CIAT - International Center for Tropical Agriculture (Colombia) 

· CIMMYT - International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center (Mexico) 

· ICARDA - International Center for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas (Syria) 

· ICRISAT - International Crops Research Institute for Semi-Arid Tropics (India) 

· IFAP - International Federation of Agricultural Producers (France) 

· IFPRI - International Food Policy Research Institute (U.S.A.) 

· ILRI - International Livestock Research Institute (Kenya) 

· IRRI - International Rice Research Institute (Philippines) 

· IWMI - International Water Management Institute (Sri Lanka) 

· NTU - National Taiwan University (Chinese Taipei) 

· PNG UniTech - Papua New Guinea University of Technology (Papua New Guinea) 

· SAC - SAARC Agriculture Centre(Bangladesh) 

· SRIF - Sugar Research Institute of Fiji (Fiji) 

· The World Fish Center (Malaysia)

· World Agroforestry Center (Kenya)

Affiliate Members (10)

· AAU - Anand Agricultural University, Anand (India) 

· ARIA - Agricultural Research Institute of Afghanistan, Kabul (Afghanistan) 

· BAU - Birsa Agricultural University, Ranchi (India) 
· CAU - Central Agricultural University, Imphal (India) 

· IAUA - Indian Agricultural Universities Association, New Delhi (India)

· NAU – Navsari Agricultural University, Navsari (India)

· NMC-CREES - Northern Marianas College - Cooperative Research, Extension and Education Service, Saipan (Northern Mariana Islands) 

· SDAU - Sardarkrushinagar Dantiwada Agricultural University, Sardarkrushinagar (India)

· SHIATS - Sam Higginbottom Institute of Agriculture, Technology & Sciences, Allahabad (India) [formerly Allahabad Agricultural Institute-Deemed University].

· UPM - University Putra Malaysia, Serdang (Malaysia)

Reciprocal Members (8)

· AARINENA - Association of Agricultural Research Institutions in the Near East and North Africa (Jordan) 

· AIT - Asian Institute of Technology (Thailand) 

· APAFRI - Asia-Pacific Association of Forestry Research Institutions (Malaysia) 

· APSA - The Asia-Pacific Seed Association (Thailand) 

· CACAARI - Central Asia and the Caucasus Association of Agricultural Research Institution (Uzbekistan) 

· FARA - Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa (Ghana) 

· NACA - Network of Aquaculture Centers in Asia-Pacific (Thailand) 
· SPC - Secretariat of the Pacific Community (Fiji)
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