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International Dryland Development Commission (IDDC)
May 3, 2012
Dr. Monty Jones
President of GFAR
Dear Dr. Jones,
Greetings from Cairo!

I am writing this letter in the capacity of the Chairman of the International Commission on Dryland Development (ICDD). The IDDC is an autonomous nongovernmental nonprofit organization established in 1987 by the individuals and institutions interested in sustainable development of dry areas, is promoting all aspects of dryland studies by fostering cooperation, collaboration and networking between various international, regional and national organizations. An important modus operandi of the networking of IDDC has been to organize a major scientific conference every three years to provide opportunity to global participants to exchange research results and experiences in dryland development and combating desertification. In pursuance of this objective the IDDC has organized in the past ten international conferences. 
The 11thInternational Conference on Dryland Development (ICDD) on “Global Climate Change and its Impact on Food & Energy Security in the Dry lands” will be held on 18-23 March 2013 in Beijing, China. It will be organized under the auspices of the International Dry Lands Development Commission (IDDC) and hosted by the Chinese Academy of Science (CAS) and Cold and Arid Regions Environmental and Engineering Research Institute (CAREERI) and cosponsored by them and other national and international organizations. I enclose the first announcement of the Conference.
I would like to request that GFAR co-sponsor the meeting in China, as in the past, and to support young scientists’ participants, especially women, in Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA), Central Asia (CA) and Latin America (LA). It will be a good opportunity for them to engage in dialogues with leading scientists on this topic to enhance networking in the field. I would also hope that you would be able to attend and deliver keynote presentation in a topic of your liking related to the Food Energy Nexus. 
International Dryland Development Commission (IDDC)
Looking forward to hear from you,
With warm regards,
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Prof. Dr. Adel El-Beltagy
Chair, International Dryland Development Commission (IDDC), and President of CIHEAM Governing Board
Enclosure: First Announcement of the 11th International Dryland Development Conference
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