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In September 1978 an International Conference on Applications of Science and Technology for Desert Development, supported by the US National Science Foundation, was convened in Cairo, under the auspices of the American University in Cairo (AUC), with Dr. Adli Bishay as the Chairman of the Organizing Committee.  The proceedings of the conference were subsequently published as Volume 1 of a series entitled Advances in Desert and Land Technology and Development edited by Adli Bishay (AUC) and William G. McGines (University of Arizona) and Published by Hardwood Academic Publishers.  The networking during this Conference revealed a strong desire for continuity of such a scientific deliberation for desert development and led to the regular publication of Advances in Desert and Land Technology and Development.

In 1987 the Second International Conference on Desert Development was convened in Cairo with Dr. Bishay as the Chairman of the Organizing Committee.  Recognizing that these conferences provide participants an opportunity to exchange research results and experiences in desert development among colleagues from around the world, the participants of the Second International Conference decided to create an International Desert Development Commission (IDDC) to provide the organizational continuity to the conferences and select theme, site and date for future conferences. The Commission elected a Board with Dr. Adli Bishay as its Chairman, Dr. H.E. Dregne as Co-Chairman, and Dr. Adel El-Beltagy as Secretary General.

The IDDC Board arranged the third International in Beijing, China in 1990; the fourth in Mexico City, Mexico in1993; and the fifth in Lubbock, Texas, USA, in 1996.  It was during the Fifth International Conference on Desert Development in Lubbock, Texas that the name of the Commission was changed to the International Dry Lands Development Commission (IDDC). Following was the composition of the Board after the Fifth Conference in 1996:
1. Prof. Dr. Adel El-Beltagy, ICARDA,		        Chairman
2. Prof. Dr. Idris Traylor, Texas Tech. University, USA, 	        Vice-Chairman
3. Prof. Dr. Manuel A. Garduno, Post Graduate College, Mexico  Secretary General
4. Ambassador Arba Diallo, UNCCD, Germany
5. Prof. A.G. Babaev, Desert Research Institute, Russia		
6. Prof. Adli Bishay, AUC/FEDA, Egypt	
7. Dr. T. Darnhofer, UNEP, Kenya		
8. Prof. Vincent Dolle, CIRAD, Montpellier, France
9. Prof. H.E. Dregne, Texas Tech. University, USA
10. Prof. Dr. Kamal El-Batanony, Cairo University, Egypt
11. Dr. K.E. Foster, University of Arizona, USA		
12. Prof. Dr. G. Wyn Jones, University of Wales, Bangor, UK
13. Prof. Dr. Richard Jones, University of California, USA		
14. Prof. Dr. Mohamed Al Qasas, Cairo University, Egypt	
15. Prof.  Dr. Iwao Kobori, United Nations University, Tokyo, Japan
16. Prof. Dr. Horst Marschner, Hohenheim, Germany
17. Dr. David Nygaard, USA		
18. Dr. J. Venkateswarlu, CAZRI, Jodhpur, India
19. Prof. Xia Xuncheng, Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS)

The IDDC Board decided to adopt the following modus operandi to accomplish the objective of the Commission of promoting all aspects of dryland studies:

1. Arranges the major scientific Conference every three years;
2. Establishes committees, as needed, and convene short meetings to deal with the special problems of dryland studies;
3. Publishes the proceedings of the major Conference and other                       documents; and
4. Establishes cooperation with other international and national organizations involved in dryland studies. 

Accordingly, the Chair of the Commission initiated a process of consultation to identify potential members and then sought their agreement to become members of the Board. The process got completed in 2011. The following is the current composition of the Executive Board: 
1. Prof. Dr.  Adel El-Beltagy, Chair of the Governing Board of CIHEAM and Emeritus Professor, Arid Lands Institute, Ain Shams University, Cairo, Egypt,   Chairman
2. Prof. Dr. Gareth Wyn Jones, Former Director, Centre for Arid Zones Studies, University of Wales Bangor, UK,   Secretary General
3. Prof. Dr. Mohan C. Saxena, Member, National Academy of Agricultural Sciences, India & Senior Advisor to the DG ICARDA, Gurgaon, India, Executive Secretary,                                                                        
4. Prof. Dr. Adli Bishay, Board Chair and Executive Director, FEDA, Emeritus Professor, AUC, Egypt
5. Prof. Dr. Hans van Ginkel, Professor of Human Geography and Planning, University of Utrecht, The Netherlands, and Former Rector, United Nations University, Tokyo, Japan
6. Prof. Dr. Shinobu Inanaga, Former President of JIRCAS, and Former Director of Arid Land Research Center (ALRC), Tottori University, Japan  
7. Prof. Dr. Ayman Abou-Hadid, Professor, Arid Lands Institute, Ain shams University. Former Minster of Agriculture and Former President of Agriculture Research Center, Egypt. 
8. Dr. Mahmoud Solh, Director General, ICARDA, Aleppo, Syria
9. Prof. Dr. Atsushi Tsunekawa, Director, ALRC, Tottori University, Japan 
10. Prof. Dr. Tao Wang, Director, Cold and Arid Regions Environmental and Engineering Research Institute, CAS, Lanzhou, China
11. Dr. K.P.R. Vittal, Director, Central Arid Zone Research Institute, Jodhpur, India
12. Dr. Stephen G. Wells, President, Desert Research Institute (DRI), University of Nevada, USA 
13. Prof. Dr. Ali Ahoonmanesh, University of Shiraz, Iran
14. Academician Jamin Akemaliev, Former President Kyrgyz Agrarian Academy, General Director of Kyrgyz Agricultural Research Institute, Kyrgyzstan

The Board discussed the issue of further diversifying its composition by inviting persons specializing in the field of renewable energy and energy-efficient architecture for the dry areas and desert environments. The members were invited to suggest names to the Board Chair for getting these areas of expertise on the Board so that the membership could be finalized by electronic consultation.


Following ten International conferences have so far been organized by the Commission: 

1. First  International Conference on Desert Development: Application of Science and Technology  for Desert Development, Cairo, Egypt,1978.
2. Second International Conference on Desert Development: Desert Development Systems – technologies for Desert Agriculture, Energy and Communities, Cairo, Egypt, 1987.
3. Third International Conference on Desert Development, Beijing, China 1990.
4. Fourth International Conference on Desert Development: Sustainable Development for our Common Future, Mexico City, Mexico, 1993.
5. Fifth  International Conference on Desert Development: Desert Development- The Endless Frontier, Lubbock, Texas, 1996.
6. Sixth International Dryland Development Conference: Desert Development-Challenges in the New Millennium, Cairo, Egypt, 1999.
7. Seventh International Dryland Development Conference: Sustainable Development and Management of Drylands in the 21st Century, Tehran, Iran, 2003. 
8. Eighth International Dryland Development Conference: Human and Nature working together for Sustainable Development of Drylands, Beijing, China, 2006.
9. Ninth International Conference on Dryland Development: Sustainable Development in Drylands-meeting the Challenges of Global Climate Change, Alexandria, Egypt, 2008.
10. Tenth International Conference on Development of Drylands (ICDD): Meeting the Challenge of Sustainable Development in Drylands under Changing Climate – Moving from Global to Local, 12-15 December 2010, Cairo, Egypt.

The IDDC and the Bibliotheca Alexandrina (BA), motivated by the common objective of fostering scientific knowledge and its optimum exchange and dissemination have agreed in 2008 that:
1. They shall cooperate in a program of activities, jointly and separately, to promote science and technology for sustainable development of Dryland. Such activities may include the joint organization, at regular intervals, of conferences, group discussions and seminars.
2. The BA will serve as the host of IDDC and shall assist the IDDC by receiving, holding and disbursing funds raised by the IDDC.
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