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Dear Dr. S. Ayyappan, Dr Seung-Yeol Na, Dr William Dar, Executive committee members, Dr Raj Paroda, distinguished members of APAARI, invited speakers, delegates, Ladies and gentlemen, 
Good afternoon
1.
It gives me great pleasure to welcome you on behalf of APAARI as its Chairman and on my own behalf to this important biennial 11th General Assembly Meeting. Let me first of all extend our thanks to Dr. Seung-Kyu Min, Administrator of Rural Development Administration (RDA), Dr Seung-Yeol Na, Director General, Technical Cooperation Bureau and his team as well as Government of the Republic of Korea for hosting this meeting for the second time in Suwon. It is highly encouraging to have excellent participation of APAARI members. I extend to you all a warm welcome.
2.
I would also like to extend our thanks to all the member institutions for your continued support to APAARI activities during the biennium 2009-2010. Myself having served as Chairman of APAARI for the last two years, I must gratefully acknowledge your support and emphasize that I have personally benefited from APAARI meetings and expert consultations, on thematic issues of regional importance. There is no exaggeration in presenting that APAARI today is recognized not only by its members within the region but also by other international institutions and organizations as one of the most vibrant regional fora, providing neutral platform for scientific partnership among NARS to learn from each others experiences, especially successes in the field of agricultural research for development (AR4D). In addition, APAARI has also been facilitating the participation of NGOs and farmers in its activities. We firmly believe in partnership and thus are pursuing a paradigm shift from NARI to NARS. The progress made by APAARI over the last 18 years, under the dynamic leadership of Dr. Raj Paroda, Executive Secretary is, indeed, praiseworthy. In true sense, APAARI is acting today as a Think Tank for the ARD related issues. It has succeeded in forging strong linkages among the stakeholders in the Asia-Pacific region.
3.
While appreciating the role played by the NARS in the region, CGIAR Institutions, FAO, etc. in raising food production and productivity, we are still faced with enormous problems such as eradication of poverty, ensuring food security and conservation of our natural resources, beside main problems of increased population, climate change, as well as expanding urbanization and globalization. Also, the benefits of international public goods, generated by the International Centers as well as leading NARS, have not yet reached the common resource poor farmers in many parts of the world, especially in the developing countries of the region. 


4.
Ladies and Gentlemen, you would perhaps agree with me that no single organization or individual can address all emerging issues related to ARD. However, based on my experience, I can say that developing countries of Asia-Pacific have lately strengthened their research capabilities to address these challenges and we are required to do yet more. 
5.
It is also clear that to address these challenges we need partnership initiatives since no individual NARS will be able to address them alone. The role of APAARI as a facilitator for strengthening partnership among agricultural research institutions is, therefore, critical to move forward.

6.
It is also heartening that with your full support, APAARI is today a self-sustaining organization, with some regular support for its two main programs: APCoAB and APARIS coming from ACIAR, Australia and CoA, Chinese Taipei beside some funding support from GFAR and FAO for specific activities. We also appreciate full support of all CG Centers as our members in facilitating various networks. However, our major operational support comes from the contribution of annual membership fee by NARS, Associate and Affiliated members. I am very pleased that our membership is increasing significantly. Ten new institutes have joined APAARI including NARS of Afghanistan and Bhutan. More are likely to join, which is highly satisfying.
7.
Distinguished members, I do not wish to preempt Dr. Raj Paroda’s report on biennial achievements of APAARI. However, before I conclude, let me place on record full support of all of you in discharging my responsibilities as Chairman, APAARI.

8. In conclusion, I would like to extend once again a very cordial welcome to all of you to this General Assembly. I have no doubt that, with your continued support, APAARI will reach newer heights and achieve its goals and mission quite successfully. 
For me personally my association with this Forum had been very rewarding and highly satisfying. I assure you of my best possible support to all our initiative in future as well.
Thank you.
