


Abstract
Despite the impressive gains in food production, food security, and reduction in
rural poverty in South Asia in recent times, problems such as degradation of
natural resources, water scarcity, and low productivity persist in the region. The
threat of marginalization of agriculture and livelihoods of the poor looms large in
South and West Asia, where agriculture is the dominant economic activity. The
emerging global challenges, paucity of resources, and the need for greater and
quicker impacts now compels organizations to prioritize research. This workshop
was organized as part of APAARI, ICRISAT, and ICAR’s ongoing effort to establish
a demand-driven research agenda based on a participatory approach. The objective
was to identify research priorities based on gap analysis by national programs.
Representatives of five South and West Asian countries (India, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, Nepal and Iran), CGIAR institutes, donors, NGOs, farmer
associations, agricultural universities, and the private sector presented their
research needs and emerging challenges, on the basis of identified critical gaps and
alternative approaches for addressing these. This book is a compilation of the
country papers presented, and spells out specific priorities at macro-, meso-, and
micro-levels under the broad themes of genetic improvement, natural resources
management, and socioeconomic and policy research.
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The International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) is a non-profit,
non-political organization belonging to the Future Harvest Alliance of Centers supported by the
Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR). Established in 1972,
ICRISAT generates and shares cutting-edge technologies that support the livelihoods of more
than 300 million people – the poorest of the poor in semi-arid areas of the developing world.

Contact information

About ICRISAT

Visit us at www.icrisat.org

Liaison Office
CG Centers Block
NASC Complex
Dev Prakash Shastri Marg
New Delhi 110 012, India
Tel +91 11 25849552/25842553/25841294
Fax +91 11 25841294

ICRISAT-Nairobi
(Regional hub ESA)
PO Box 39063, Nairobi, Kenya
Tel +254 20 7224550
Fax +254 20 7224001
icrisat-nairobi@cgiar.org

ICRISAT-Niamey
(Regional hub WCA)
BP 12404
Niamey, Niger (Via Paris)
Tel +227 722529, 722725
Fax +227 734329
icrisatsc@cgiar.org

ICRISAT-Lilongwe
Chitedze Agricultural Research Station
PO Box 1096
Lilongwe, Malawi
Tel +265 1 707297/071/067/057
Fax +265 1 707298
icrisat-malawi@cgiar.org

ICRISAT-Maputo
c/o INIA, Av. das FPLM No 2698
Caixa Postal 1906
Maputo, Mozambique
Tel +258 21 461657
Fax +258 21 461581
icrisatmoz@panintra.com

ICRISAT-Patancheru
(Headquarters)
Patancheru 502 324
Andhra Pradesh, India
Tel +91 40 30713071
Fax +91 40 30713074
icrisat@cgiar.org

ICRISAT-Bamako
BP 320
Bamako, Mali
Tel +223 2223375
Fax +223 2228683
icrisat-w-mali@cgiar.org

ICRISAT-Bulawayo
Matopos Research Station
PO Box 776,
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe
Tel +263 83 8311 to 15
Fax +263 83 8253/8307
icrisatzw@cgiar.org
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